FEATURE STORY

ies about how human beings came to live
on the territory we now call Canada. First Nations and Inuit have
passed those stories to their youngd people for thousands of years.
Those stories do not belong to us here at Kayak. The best way for

you to learn them is to ask an Indigenous elder about them. But
y when and from exactly where

thing is for sure: They
long, long before the settlers arrived.

There are many stor

even though we don’t know exactl
the First Peoples came to this place, one

were here

hen the French, Spanish and English
v g;n;e herz, they believed they had
overed a new world

land W_as_ empty. Their religion told thv(\altrff[ﬁ;’:] -
?hseChn_snans, they were better than any people

| y might ru_n into. Therefore, they believed, the
and was theirs to use and settle on. Indigen;)us
peoples, on the other hand, knew their territory
Da_d many people living in it, and wasn’t

discovered” by others.
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irst Nations are all different, but
P they were much more like each
other than they were like the

settlers who first trickled, then flooded
in. Settlers wanted to own land as
they did back in their home countries.
Indigenous people believed the land
could be shared by all.

“I BELIEVE IT IE GENERALLY CONEIDERED THAT
THEIR NUMBERS ARE DIMINISHING, AND SOME
TRIBES HAVE BECOME NEARLY IF NOT TOTALLY
EXTINCT IN THE CANADAS.”

= CATHARINE PARR TRAILL, AN EARLY SETTLER IN UPPER CANADA (ONTARIO)

SPECIAL DIGITAL EDITION

1

.




The Indian Act of 1876 gave the Canadian
government power over First Nations, Métis
and Inuit. The federal Department of Indian
Affairs took over Indigenous lands and nearly
everything about their lives. The government
wanted Indigenous people to give up their old
ways and become more like Europeans.
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Governments wanted settlers to spread out
and create farms and towns. They made treaties
with First Nations, who often felt they were
agreeing to share the land, not give it up. Some
treaties moved First Nations onto new territory,
usually much poorer land and a tiny part of their
original territories.

Although only the King or Queen of Great Britain
was supposed to have the right to buy land from
First Nations, it was often governments that made

the deals. Sometimes they said they wanted to give
Indigenous people a safe homeland away from the
newcomers, but many broke their promises and
pushed First Nations people aside to make room for
more and more settlers.
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Demasduit was said to be one of the last of the Beothuk
people who had once lived on the island of Newfoundland. By
1830, they were all dead. Many died of diseases brought by
Europeans. Others were killed in fights over metal they wanted
for tools, or over hunting and fishing areas.

gy
Vation: greements that
of their rights and much of their
rntoﬂm exchange for a smaller piece of land where
ey were suppo§ed to be left alone. This drawing
shows talks for Treaty 1, signed in Lower Fort Garry
rth of Winnipeg, Man., in 1871.

-~ L

& g

.1[ ™
SPECIAL DIGITAL EDITION 9§





