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Women’s History Scholarship exposed new narratives:  
Women at looms in Ontario 1908,building boats in Nova Scotia 

1914, Lumberyards in Edmonton, 1918 
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www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca	
  



Nootka  women  weaving  baskets,  Northwest  coast,  working  in  
a  boot  factory  Vancouver,  Co:on  factory  Windsor  N.S.  and  

Hun@ngton  Copper  Mines  


FINE-­‐MEYER	
  NOV	
  2015	
  

www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca	
  

www.bcarchives.gov.bc.ca	
  



Social Movement Activism: Peace & Freedom, Civil 
& Women’s Rights  

The United Nations officially marked march 8, 1975 as International Women's Day. 
 (Clara Thomas Archives, OISE WERC collection)
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Women’s movement personal accounts 
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WERC	
  Collec>on	
  OISE/UT	
  Library	
  



“The 
Pedestal: a 
women’s 
liberation 
newspaper” 
1970s 
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New publications added Canadian women’s stories: 

She Named it Canada: Because that's what it was called  
(The Corrective Collective 1971) 
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Working Light: The Wandering Life of 
Photographer Edith S. Watson by Frances 
Rooney.  
Edith Watson travelled across Canada from the 
1890s, documenting the lives of rural people, 
frequently women, at work. She photographed 
women working the fish flakes in Newfoundland 
and Nova Scotia; making soap, weaving and 
spinning in Quebec and across the Prairies and 
into British Columbia. She spent three summers 
among the Doukhobors in Alberta and BC.  
 
See also:  
Unfolding Power: Documents in 20th century 
Canadian women’s history 
greendragonpress.com 
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The	
  Toronto	
  Heliconian	
  Club,	
  a	
  
non-­‐profit	
  organiza>on,	
  is	
  the	
  
oldest	
  associa>on	
  of	
  its	
  kind	
  in	
  
Canada,	
  founded	
  in	
  1909	
  to	
  
give	
  women	
  in	
  the	
  arts	
  and	
  
leTers	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  meet	
  
socially	
  and	
  intellectually.	
  	
  
hTp://heliconianclub.org/	
  
(founded	
  by	
  Mary	
  HewiT	
  Smart)	
  

greendragonpress.com	
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Women’s	
  Work	
  and	
  Children’s	
  Play	
  at	
  the	
  Canadian	
  Na>onal	
  
Exhibi>on.	
  The	
  CNE	
  Archives	
  contains	
  documents,	
  ar>facts	
  and	
  visuals	
  
of	
  events,	
  compe>>ons,	
  and	
  exhibits.	
  	
  (Photo:	
  Miss	
  CNE	
  1977)	
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Alfrieda	
  Mass	
  1920s	
  race	
  car	
  driver	
  (cne.archives)	
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hTp://www.cneheritage.com	
  

Herstoriescafe.com	
  



Elizabeth Gwillim Simcoe’s diaries 1792 
(Archives of Ontario) 
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Dic>onary	
  of	
  Canadian	
  
Biography	
  



Haida Women speak through weaving:  
Cara Krmpotich’s work  

(her photo, Herstoriescafe ROM talk) 
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Her	
  work	
  focuses	
  on	
  the	
  rela>onship	
  between	
  repatria>on,	
  memory,	
  kinship,	
  and	
  material	
  culture.	
  She	
  
helped	
  to	
  organize	
  a	
  visit	
  by	
  21	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Haida	
  First	
  Na>on	
  to	
  the	
  Bri>sh	
  Museum	
  and	
  PiT	
  Rivers	
  
Museum,	
  providing	
  hands-­‐on	
  access	
  to	
  almost	
  800	
  ar>facts.	
  	
  
	
  See:	
  hTp://www.ubcpress.ca/books/pdf/chapters/2013/ThisIsOurLife.pdf	
  
	
  



Naomi Smith: Northeastern and Woodlands First 
Nations Beadwork  
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Naomi	
  Smith	
  is	
  a	
  First	
  Na>ons	
  educator	
  and	
  
ar>san	
  and	
  educator	
  from	
  
Neyaashiinigmiing,	
  Ontario.	
  
She	
  explores	
  the	
  history	
  and	
  tradi>on	
  of	
  
beadcra`	
  amongst	
  Northeastern	
  and	
  
Woodlands	
  First	
  Na>ons	
  Communi>es.	
  	
  
Herstoriescafe.com	
  
blacktulipdesigns@yahoo.com	
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Woodland Cultural Centre: tours of the former Mohawk Institute Residential 
School, gives the history of the school from when it opened in 1831, until it 
closed in 1970. 
hTp://www.woodland-­‐centre.on.ca/woodland-­‐cultural-­‐centre-­‐tours-­‐and-­‐
workshops#sthash.cVPLMxac.dpuf	
  
See	
  also:	
  hTp://www.trc.ca/websites/trcins>tu>on/index.php?p=3	
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Sophia	
  Burthen	
  Pooley:	
  First-­‐person	
  account	
  
of	
  slavery	
  in	
  Upper	
  Canada	
  (Adrienne	
  Shadd	
  
www.herstoriescafe.ca)	
  
Pooley	
  states,	
  “There	
  were	
  hardly	
  any	
  white	
  
people	
  in	
  Canada	
  then	
  –	
  nothing	
  here	
  but	
  
Indians	
  and	
  wild	
  beasts...	
  I	
  was	
  a	
  woman	
  
grown	
  when	
  the	
  first	
  governor	
  of	
  Canada	
  
came	
  from	
  England:	
  that	
  was	
  Governor	
  
Simcoe.”	
  

The	
  Underground	
  Railroad:	
  Next	
  Stop	
  Toronto	
  by	
  Adrienne	
  Shadd,	
  Afua	
  
Cooper,	
  Karolyn	
  Smardz	
  Frost	
  (Dundurn	
  Press,	
  2009)	
  
hTp://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/black_history/
index.aspx	
  
	
  



FINE-­‐MEYER	
  NOV	
  2015	
  

Ann	
  Marie	
  Jackson	
  and	
  seven	
  
of	
  her	
  children	
  (image	
  from	
  
Breaking	
  Chains.	
  	
  Presen>ng	
  a	
  
New	
  Narra>ve	
  for	
  Canada’s	
  
Role	
  in	
  the	
  Underground	
  
Railroad.	
  	
  
(Herstoriescafe:	
  Afua	
  Cooper)	
  

Rosemary	
  Brown	
  worked	
  throughout	
  
her	
  life	
  to	
  promote	
  equality	
  and	
  human	
  
rights.	
  hTp://www.heroines.ca	
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See:	
  Plaques	
  and	
  markers	
  program	
  	
  
hTp://heritagetoronto.org/programs/plaques-­‐and-­‐markers/	
  
hTp://blackhistorycanada.ca/profiles.php?themeid=20&id=5	
  
	
  



Strategies for Implementing a more 
Inclusive Lens 
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§ Avoid ‘tokenism’: authentic inclusion involves questioning 
the standard cultural lens 
§ Avoid ‘heroism’: the lives of everyday individuals and 
community-based achievement  is historically significant 
§ Naming the names: avoid ‘categorizations’ of people 
§ Women, indigenous communities, ‘minority’ cultures are 
embedded in local and global histories 
§ Starting a lesson with a women’s lived experience; what is 
often perceived as a peripheral narrative, is a holistic strategy 
for inclusion 
§ Seek out: Oral testimonies, local artifacts, place-based 
documents, community relationships 



First World War: Nursing Sisters Overseas 

FINE-­‐MEYER	
  NOV	
  2015	
  

See:	
  hIp://www.warmuseum.ca/women/	
  
	
  
hIp://www.bac-­‐lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-­‐heritage/first-­‐world-­‐war/canada-­‐nursing-­‐sisters/Pages/caregiving-­‐on-­‐the-­‐
front.aspx	
  
hIp://wordpress.oise.utoronto.ca/librarynews/2014/05/08/canadian-­‐womens-­‐history-­‐book-­‐display/	
  
	
  



First World War: Women’s Farm Service Corps Ontario 
& Munitions Factory Work in Quebec 
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  Green	
  Dragon	
  Press	
  

Margaret	
  Kechnie,	
  Organizing	
  Rural	
  Women:	
  The	
  Federated	
  
Women’s	
  Ins9tutes	
  of	
  Ontario,	
  1897-­‐1919	
  (2003)	
  
Monda	
  Halpern,	
  And	
  On	
  That	
  Farm	
  He	
  Had	
  a	
  Wife:	
  Ontario	
  
Farm	
  Women	
  and	
  Feminism,	
  1900-­‐1970	
  (2001)	
  
Pat	
  Staton:	
  It	
  was	
  their	
  war	
  too	
  
hTp://ww.nt.net/~toby/homefrt.html	
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warmuseum.ca	
  

2nd	
  world	
  war	
  



Agnes Campbell Macphail and Julia Grace Wales  
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www.collec>onscanada.gc.ca	
  

en.wikipedia.org	
  



Julia Grace Wales: Peace Activist 
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“Enemy Aliens”: Internment camps in Canada 
included women and children  
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www.theglobeandmail.com	
  



Ontario	
  History	
  
Women	
  and	
  EducaYon.	
  	
  
	
  
Introduc3on	
  by	
  Rose	
  Fine-­‐Meyer	
  
• Six	
  Na3ons	
  Women	
  Teachers	
  at	
  Grand	
  River	
  in	
  
the	
  early	
  Twen3eth	
  Century	
  by	
  Alison	
  Norman	
  
• Re-­‐Educa3ng	
  Ontario	
  Women	
  for	
  the	
  Modern	
  
Energy	
  Regime,	
  1900-­‐1940	
  by	
  R.W.	
  Sandwell	
  
• In	
  Search	
  of	
  Ruth	
  Home:	
  The	
  Untold	
  History	
  of	
  
Museum	
  Educa3on	
  at	
  the	
  Royal	
  Ontario	
  Museum	
  
by	
  Kate	
  Zankowicz	
  
• Coopera3ve	
  Educa3on	
  at	
  the	
  Day	
  School	
  on	
  
Dalles	
  38C	
  Indian	
  Reserve,	
  1890-­‐1910	
  by	
  BriTany	
  
Luby	
  &	
  Kathryn	
  Labelle	
  
• Black	
  Female	
  Educators	
  and	
  Resis3ve	
  Pedagogies,	
  
1960s-­‐1980s	
  by	
  Funke	
  Aladejebi	
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Ontario Women’s History Network (OWHN) 
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Women’s	
  history	
  month	
  posters:	
  Green	
  Dragon	
  Press	
  



Resources 
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CCWH-CCHF (Women’s History Resources)  
v http://www.chashcacommittees-comitesa.ca/ccwh-

cchf/en/page53/page53.html 
v Cook, McLean, et al, eds, Framing Our Past: 

Canadian Women’s History in the 20th century  
v Brandt, Black et al, eds, Canadian Women: A History 
Online Collections of Primary Sources: 
v http://www.thenhier.ca/en/teaching-resources 
v http://www.ohhfa.ca/Resources.php 
v http://herstoriescafe.com/teachers/ 
v http://www.heroines.ca/ 
v http://greendragonpress.com/ 
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rose.fine.meyer@utoronto.c
a 
www.drrosefinemeyer.ca 

Thank 
you  


