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I CAN'T SWIM
EITHER. I KNOW
THE WATER'S NOT |4
) DEEP, BUT..WE f
I 3 MIGHT BOTH HAVE i




MY PART OF SASKATCHEWAN DOESN'T
HAVE MANY LAKES, BUT MY LITTLE
BROTHER ALMOST DROWNED. WHEN
I CAME HERE FOR LUNIVERSITY AND
SAW T COULD LEARN HOW TO
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TO TEACH KIDS
TO SWIM.




/ THE RED CROSS IS \
DEVOTED TO SAVING LIVES.

A THOUSAMND PEOFLE DROWN
IN THIS COUNTRY EVERY YEAR.
MANY OF THEM ARE

JUST CHILDREN!

MUM CAME TO WATCH US
BUT ONE DAY WE SNEAKED
OUT. IT WAS 50 HOT.
JOAN WAS NINE. A BIG

WAVE CAME.
I COLLDN'T . _
SHE DIDN'T .. i)

WE HAVE VOLUINTEERS
IN EVERY TOWN AMD
VILLAGE JUST WAITING
TO PO SOMETHING




AMND HOW TO !
RESCUE SOMEQONE
WHO CAN'T




SOME PLACES ARE USING PONDS AND EVEN
DAMMING RIVERS TO MAKE A PLACE FOR LESSONS.
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. IN REGINA, THEY LINED A GRAIN WASOM WITH CANVAS AND FILLED
{ T WITH WATER. SOMETHING LIKE 4,000 PEOPLE CAME OUT TO SEE
THEM DEMONSTRATE SWIMMING AND WATER SAFETY.
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JUST
IMABINE [F ALL THE
KIDS WHO DROWNED HAD
BEEN ABLE TO SROW UP
AND LIVE THEIR LIVES
INSTEAD.

IT'S HARD TO IMAGINE THAT FOR CENTURIES, WHEN PEOPLE JUMPED [N A LAKE OR RIVER OR OCEAN, THEY SPLASHED

AROUND WITHOUT REALLY ENOWING HOW TO SWIM. THERE WERE NO LIFEGUARDS AND NO SAFETY GEAR NEARBY.
CEATH BY DROWNING WAS A TERRIBLE BUT UNSURPRISING PART OF LIFE, WE INVENTED WILL AND BARBARA, BUT

BEORSE CORSAN WAS REAL, HE PIONEERED THE IDEA OF GROUP SWIMMING LESSONS WITH PRACTICE ON LAND, HE

TAUGHT IN TORONTO AND THE UNITED STATES, WHERE THE YMCA STARTED DOING THINGS HIS WAY. HERE IN

CANADA, THE RED CROSS WORKED WITH THE LIFESAVING SOCIETY TO START A MATIONAL PROGRAM OF SWIMMING
LESSONS IN 1946, THAT FIRST YEAR, 8,000 KIDS IN ONTARIO AND 2,000 [N P.E.I. TOOK PART. TODAY, THE RED
CROSS SAYS, A MILLION CANADIANS ENROL IN ITS PROSRAMS EVERY YEAR, AND THE NUMBER OF PEQOPLE WHO

DROWN IN QUR COUNTRY HAS DROPPED BY TWO-THIRDS.




