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The September 2023 issue of Kayak: Canada’s History Magazine for Kids, “Beyond 
Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” explores the long history of people 
of Chinese descent in Canada, touching on racism and discrimination, as well as com-
munity and family.

This educator’s guide has been developed to help support teachers in using this issue 
of Kayak in their classrooms and aligns with the themes of existence, struggle, surviv-
al, and celebration.

All lessons are based on the use of primary sources and centre on the historical think-
ing concepts. The lessons are suitable for grades 5/6 through 9/10 and are easily 
adaptable for different levels. 

To further support teachers, a background information document and supplemental 
reading/watching list have been included.

We would like to thank Flora Fung and Debbie Jiang for their contributions to this 
guide. We are also grateful to the Department of Canadian Heritage for their support.

Lessons at a Glance

Lesson Lesson Title Grades Worksheet Lesson Focus Lesson Activities

1

Primary Sources 
relating to 
Canadians of 
Chinese Ancestry

5/6
7/8

9/10

1.1 –  Analyzing a 
Primary Source

Analyzing primary sourc-
es relating to Canadians 
of Chinese ancestry

Concept map

2

Analyzing the 
Impact of Policy 
on Chinese 
Immigration 
through Primary 
Sources

7/8
9/10

2.1 – Analyzing a 
Cartoon

2.2 – Ranking the 
Impact of Policy

Analyzing government 
policies and their impact 
on Chinese immigrants

T-Chart analysis

Ranking ladder

3

Resiliency of 
Chinese Immigrants 
and Their 
Descendants

5/6
7/8

9/10

3.1 – Restrictions 
and Resiliency

Analyzing the ways Chi-
nese immigrants and their 
descendants survived 
despite the restrictions 
imposed on them

Analysis chart

4
Changemakers of 
Chinese Ancestry

5/6
7/8

9/10
4.1 – Planner

Analyzing Canadian 
leaders of Chinese 
descent and their impact 
on Canada today

Research
infographic or 
presentation

5

Chinatown and its 
importance to  
Canadians of  
Chinese Ancestry

5/6
7/8

9/10

5.1 – Decline of 
Chinatowns

Analyzing the importance 
of Chinatown – its creation 
and its decline, as well 
as the importance to the 
community

Graphic  
organizer
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Background Information for Educators
Early Chinese immigrants to Canada conjure up images of gold miners, railway work-
ers, laundrymen and cooks. However, there is much more to the story — a story that is 
not widely known. The September 2023 issue of Kayak: Canada’s History Magazine for 
Kids commemorates the 100th anniversary of the Chinese Immigration Act of 1923, 
more commonly known as the Chinese Exclusion Act.  

What was this law and why was it imposed on one specific group of immigrants? 
Desired immigrants to Canada were offered free land in the Prairies while undesired 
ones had the door closed in their face. “Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chi-
nese Ancestry” is divided into four sections: existence, struggle, survival and celebra-
tion. 

Existence 

There has been a Chinese presence in Canada since the late 1700s, when Chinese 
artisans and workers helped build a trading post off Vancouver Island. The discovery 
of gold in British Columbia in 1858 led to a wave of immigration from southern China, 
where warlords, drought, and famine drove people out of their homelands in search 
of a better life overseas. Following the gold rush, many Chinese stayed in B.C. becom-
ing coal miners, loggers, farmers and working in fish canneries.

Approximately 17,000 Chinese were brought to British Columbia in 1881 to work on 
the railroad. Being paid less than white workers, they were a cheaper source of labour 
and were assigned to build the most dangerous and challenging segments of the 
railway. 

By 1911, the population of Chinese in Canada was 27,774, the majority of whom re-
sided in B.C. From the start, their presence was not welcome and plans to drive them 
out were already hatching.

Struggle 

As the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway neared completion and thousands 
of Chinese immigrants were looking for new work in Canada, the federal government 
was facing pressure to restrict immigration from China.

In the summer of 1884, the federal government appointed the Royal Commission 
on Chinese Immigration to obtain proof that limiting Chinese immigration was in the 
best interest of Canada. The commissioners found little evidence to support claims 
that immigration should be restricted because Chinese people were vile, dirty, dis-
eased, dangerous to white women and incapable of assimilation. The final report 
recommended only a $10 entry duty.  However, in 1885, the Canadian government 
passed the Chinese Immigration Act implementing a $50 head tax. 
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Within 18 years, the head tax had increased to $500; however, this did not prevent 
Chinese from continuing to come to Canada. Poverty and political instability in South-
ern China posed a precarious future and many sought new opportunities overseas. 
In Canada, Chinese migrants were willing to work at half the wage of white workers, 
further fueling anti-Chinese sentiment and hostilities.

Racism was rampant throughout Canadian society. No province was exempt from the 
mistreatment of unwanted immigrants. British Columbia and Saskatchewan took the 
lead in introducing the most discriminatory laws against the Chinese. Municipal gov-
ernments imposed high laundry business taxes and even vegetable peddling license 
fees. Where it was not written in law, Chinese people still felt racial prejudice when 
they could not get a haircut by a barber or sit in the better seats of a movie theatre 
simply because they were of Chinese ancestry. Houseboys and cooks often took the 
blame for unsolved murder cases of white people, while court trials were more often 
than not unfair.

Survival 

Deemed incapable of assimilating, Chinese were denied the right to vote. Without 
being on the voters list, one could not aspire to the higher professions like law, ac-
counting or medicine.  Chinese immigrants demanded only “fair play” afforded to 
immigrants of other races. 

The comic “Students on Strike!” in “Beyond Gold Mountain” portrays the Victoria 
School Board’s attempt in 1922 to segregate students. The story is an example of how 
the Chinese community rallied together to push back and advocate for themselves.  

On July 1, 1923, the federal government enacted another version of the Chinese 
Immigration Act, more commonly referred to as the Chinese Exclusion Act. This piece 
of legislation practically banned all Chinese immigration and required all Chinese 
settlers living in Canada or people born in Canada of Chinese descent to register with 
the government and carry identification certificates. 

Over the next 24 years, Chinese immigrants in Canada adjusted to the new normal. 
Those fortunate enough to raise their family in Canada (some marrying Indigenous or 
white women) put roots down and prospered. Letter writing to maintain long-distance 
relationships were enhanced by the periodic visit to China. The immigrant could not 
exceed a two-year time limit for travel outside of Canada. Canadian-born children had 
to be registered as aliens with no legal status. Living within these restrictive bound-
aries exacted a heavy cost. Fathers did not know their children and vice-versa. Wives 
who remained in China were dubbed “Gold Mountain widows,” having to turn down 
local marriage proposals while their husbands resided in Canada. Spouses grew es-
tranged from one another.  
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Canadian-born Chinese young adults challenged the status quo when the Second 
World War broke out. They were eager to seize the opportunity to prove their loyalty 
to Canada. Initially rejected by the Canadian military, a group was able to serve in the 
Pacific theatre of war under British command. Upon their return, they and other com-
munity leaders, demanded full and equal rights. At the same time, both China and 
Canada became signatories of the Charter of the United Nations in 1945; it would 
have proved to be an embarrassment to let the archaic Exclusion Act continue. 

Celebration 

In 1946, the Canadian Citizenship Act was passed. Canadians of Chinese ancestry 
were finally given legal status as Canadian citizens. The following year, the Chinese 
Exclusion Act was repealed. For the next 20 years, efforts to reunite with family mem-
bers was no simple task. An age cap was put in place to allow only children under the 
age of 21 to reunite with their families. X-Ray technology was implemented to scan 
bone density to prove falsified ages (but was proven ineffective). Some families still 
could not reunite under unfair scrutiny. 

Since 1967, when the points system of immigration was implemented, people of 
Chinese ethnicity have been able to freely immigrate to Canada. In the past 150 years, 
Canada has seen many milestones in its immigration policies. Although discriminatory 
legislation has disappeared from our law books, racism still persists today. It is only 
through education and the teaching of our children that society can attempt to reme-
dy this age-old problem.
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Suggested Reading and Watching List
This is a selection of books, articles, and videos to learn more about the history of 
Canadians of Chinese ancestry.

Books

Chinatowns: Towns within Cities in Canada by David C. Lai.

Being Chinese in Canada: The Struggle for Identity, Redress and Belonging by William 
Ging Wee Dere

Chinatown: An illustrated history of the Chinese Communities of Victoria, Vancouver, 
Calgary,  Winnipeg, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and Halifax by Paul Yee Paul Yee 

Chop Suey Nation by Ann Hui

Brokering Belonging: Chinese in Canada’s Exclusion Era, 1885-1945 by Lisa Rose Mar

Escape to Gold Mountain – A Graphic History of the Chinese in North America by Da-
vid H.T. Wong

Yip Sang: And the First Chinese Canadians by Frances Hern

The Longest Shot: How Larry Kwong Changed the Face of Hockey by Chad Soon and 
George Chiang

Harry Livingstone’s Forgotten Men: Canadians and the Chinese Labour Corps in the 
First World War by Dan Black

Articles

“How Chinese immigrants brought restaurants to Newfoundland” by William Ping, 
CBC News.

“Chinese Head Tax: George Yee’s Story” by Julia Petrov and Matthew Ostapchuk, Roy-
al Alberta Museum Blog.

“The lessons of the Anti-Asiatic Riots” by Michael Barnholden, The Beaver.

“February 19, 1947: First Chinese become Canadian citizens” by Larry Wong, The Beaver.

“Lost Spike” by Paul Yee, Kayak: Canada’s History Magazine for Kids.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/chinese-restaurants-newfoundland-1.6332950
https://royalalbertamuseum.ca/blog/chinese-head-tax-george-yees-story
https://www.canadashistoryarchive.ca/canadas-history/the-beaver-aug-sep-2007/flipbook/14/
https://www.canadashistoryarchive.ca/canadas-history/the-beaver-feb-mar-2003/flipbook/48/
https://www.canadashistoryarchive.ca/canadas-history/kayak-1-dec-2004-jan-2005/flipbook/16/
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Films and Videos

“Flying and Spying” by Canada’s History Society.

“Victoria’s Forbidden City” by Canadiana

“Unwanted Soldiers” by Jari Osborne, National Film Board of Canada.

“In the shadow of Gold Mountain” by Karen Cho, National Film Board of Canada.

“Gold Mountain: The True Story of the BC Gold Rush” by Storyhive

“Under the Willow Tree: Pioneer Chinese Women in Canada” by Dora Nipp, National 
Film Board of Canada

https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/military-war/flying-and-spying
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twlFQUvB1aY
https://www.nfb.ca/film/unwanted_soldiers/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/in_the_shadow_of_gold_mountain/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMszdKtqX8g
https://www.nfb.ca/film/under-the-willow-tree-pioneer-chinese-women/
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Lesson # 1

Lesson Title Primary Sources relating to Canadians of Chinese Ancestry

Author Flora Fung

Magazine 
Issue

“Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” Kayak: 
Canada’s History Magazine for Kids, September 2023

Grade Level 5/6, 7/8, 9/10

Theme

• Canadian Identity

• Canada and the Global Community

• Settlement and Immigration

• Women

Subject Area

• Social Studies

• History

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, students will work with a variety of primary sources and analyze 
each source for knowledge and meaning. Students will use these sources to think 
critically and then create a concept map using the primary source at its centre. 
Students will then share their primary source in a gallery walk allowing for further 
information to be shared.

Time  
Required

1-2 Lessons

Historical Thinking Concept(s)

• Use Primary Source Evidence

• Establish Historical Significance
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Learning Outcomes

Students will…

• analyze primary sources to construct meaning and knowledge.

• infer meaning and make conclusions.

• appraise the information and collaborate with peers using a concept map. 

Background Information

Concept Maps:

• Concept maps are diagrams that students create using words/sentences 
that show the relationships between concepts and ideas relating to the 
image or topic in the centre.

• Each branch should be a separate colour and words/sentences should be 
connected by a line if there is a shared relationship.

Resources Required/Teacher Prep

• Teacher will need to decide which primary sources to use based on the 
level of the class and the topic of the lesson. 

• Suggested primary sources are listed below sorted by theme.

• Worksheet 1.1 – Analyzing a Primary Source.

• Chart paper and markers – one per group.
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Warning about the use of language in the Primary Sources

The language found in many of these primary sources includes terms and images 
that are considered offensive today. The teacher should review the use of these 
terms with students that were used in the time period of the primary source and 
the manner in which they should be treated today.

Primary Sources Used

Sources relating to Existence (arrival/immigration)

• Image 1 – Arrival of Immigrants in Vancouver

• Image 4 – Canadian Pacific Steamer

• Image 6 - Long, Braided Hair

• Image 7 – Boat Ticket Stub 

• Image 22 - Photograph of Kuo Min Tang Members

• Image 30 – Larry Kwong’s C.I. 45

Sources relating to Struggle/Survival

• Image 2 – Letter to the Premier

• Image 3 – 1907 Riots - Fongoun’s

• Image 5 – Anti-Chinese Association Letter

• Image 10 - Chinese Canadians in the Armed Forces

• Image 11 - Letter to the Mayor of Saskatoon

• Image 12 - “Remarkable document is given city”

• Image 15 - $500 Head Tax Cartoon

• Image 16 - Police Mugshot Book

• Image 19 - Superimposed Family Portrait

• Image 20a/b - Grant Family

Sources relating to Items (objects of significance)

• Image 13 – Iron Chink 1909 Model Advertisement

• Image 14 – Fernridge Time Checks* - see extension activity

• Image 21 – Lotus Foot Shoes
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Lesson Activity

Activating

• Teacher should review with students what a primary source is, why primary 
sources are important to the study of history/social science and the difficul-
ties in interpreting primary sources.

Acquiring

• Teacher can take one of the primary sources and work through it together 
as a class creating a concept map on the board by asking the questions 
that are present on Worksheet 1.1.

• Teacher should review the guidelines of concept maps: short words, 
branches = connections and the use of colour.

• Distribute a primary source to each student (can be duplicates) and have 
students analyze the source individually, filling in as much of Worksheet 1.1 
as they can in point form.

• Group together students with the same primary source to share their answers 
with each other while creating a concept map on chart paper with their primary 
source in the middle.  

Applying

• When finished students move from each group reading each of the primary 
sources and the resulting conclusions.

• Students can add their own thoughts or questions to each primary source 
as they move from one source to the next.

• Teacher can debrief by asking students to share what they learn about 
Canadians of Chinese ancestry from the sources they used and why those 
sources are historically significant.

Lesson Alternatives/Accommodations

Teacher can use one group of primary sources from one theme or divide the class 
into three groups to analyze the primary sources relating to each topic.

Depending on the skill level of the class could select sources that are images only 
or text only.

Teacher can also take all the primary sources related to one of the themes and place 
them on the board creating a large concept map surrounding the theme itself. 
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Materials/
Resources

“Concept Map,” The Teacher Toolkit

Possible 
Extension 
Activities

• This activity could be the introduction to a research activity.    

• Students pick a primary source that interested them and use 
it to research more into the topic.

• The Fernridge badge can be compared to Inuit disc numbers 
(see link below) – a separate lesson could be used comparing 
the use of identification tags on minorities.

Links for 
extension 
activity

“Beyond a number: Inuit photo exhibit brings controversial ‘Eskimo’ 
I.D. system to light,” CBC Radio, 28 July 2017. 

“Inuit Disc Numbers,” The Canadian Encyclopedia.

Possible  
Assessment

• Could use an exit ticket to assess knowledge.   

• Collecting the completed concept maps as formative  
assessment.

https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/Concept-Map#:~:text=Concept%2520maps%2520are%2520visual%2520representations,see%2520how%2520students%2520understand%2520content
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/day6/episode-348-the-week-in-trump-marketing-friendly-a-i-nasa-does-origami-inuit-photography-and-more-1.4222917/beyond-a-number-inuit-photo-exhibit-brings-controversial-eskimo-i-d-system-to-light-1.4222950
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/day6/episode-348-the-week-in-trump-marketing-friendly-a-i-nasa-does-origami-inuit-photography-and-more-1.4222917/beyond-a-number-inuit-photo-exhibit-brings-controversial-eskimo-i-d-system-to-light-1.4222950
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuit-disc-numbers
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Worksheet 1.1 – Analyzing a Primary Source

Describe what  
is happening 
(What? Who?  

Where? When?)

What does this 
source tell you about 
Canadians of Chinese 

ancestry?

What questions do you 
have of the source?

How did this 
source make you feel? 
Did anything surprise 

you?

Name/Picture of 
Primary Source
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Lesson # 2

Lesson Title Analyzing the Impact of Policy on Chinese Immigration through 
Primary Sources

Author Flora Fung

Magazine 
Issue

“Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” Kayak: 
Canada’s History Magazine for Kids, September 2023

Grade Level 7/8, 9/10

Theme

• Settlement and Immigration

• Canadian Identity

• National Politics, Provincial/Territorial Politics

• Ethnography

• Social Justice (Racism)

Subject Area

• Social Studies

• History/Geography

• Civics

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, students will analyze primary sources relating to policies that affect-
ed Chinese immigration to Canada and the lives of Canadians of Chinese descent. 
Students will use a ranking ladder to judge the level of impact and make critical 
analyses about the impact of these policies.

Time  
Required

1 lesson (maximum 2)
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Historical Thinking Concept(s)

• Use Primary Sources

• Establish Historical Significance

• Take Historical Perspectives

Learning Outcomes

Students will…

• analyze primary sources to construct meaning and knowledge.

• evaluate the primary source and make conclusions about the impact of the 
related policy.

• justify and defend the position of their ranking.

Background Information

In 1885, the Canadian government passed the Chinese Immigration Act imple-
menting a $50 head tax in order to restrict Chinese immigration to Canada. By 
1903, the head tax rose to $500. In 1923, the Chinese Immigration Act was further 
expanded to virtually ban all Chinese from immigrating to Canada, except under 
certain criteria. In addition to these acts, Canadians of Chinese descent faced rac-
ism, intolerance, and discrimination. They were barred from entering most occupa-
tions and faced legal and economic restrictions. This lesson not only explores the 
Chinese Immigration Act, but also the restrictions imposed on Chinese business-
men in owning and running cafés and laundries. 

Resources Required/Teacher Prep

• “Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” Kayak: Canada’s 
History Magazine for Kids, September 2023     

• Primary Sources – preferably printed by teacher (teacher can use as many of 
the suggested primary sources for this activity based on their class, French 
primary sources have been included and can work for this lesson as well)

• Worksheet 2.1 – Analyzing a Cartoon

• Worksheet 2.2 – Ranking the Impact of Policy
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Warning about the use of language in the Primary Sources

The language found in many of these primary sources includes terms and images 
that are considered offensive today. The teacher should review the use of these 
terms with students that were used in the time period of the primary source, and 
the manner in which they should be treated today. 

Primary Sources Used

• Image 5 – Anti-Chinese Association Letter

• Image 8 – Chinese New Year Cartoon

• Image 14 – Fernridge Time Checks – see extension activity

• Image 15 – $500 Head Tax Cartoon

• Image 17a/b – English Café

• Image 17c – Help Wanted Cartoon

• Image 19 - Superimposed Family Portrait

French Lesson Primary Sources Used

• Image 26 – Excerpt from Le Droit

• Image 27 – Excerpt from L’Écho de l’ouest

Lesson Activity

Activating

• Teacher should have taught or reviewed the topic of Chinese immigration 
to Canada and the Chinese Head Tax.

• Teacher should review what a primary source is and how it can help us 
learn about past events.

Acquiring

• Teacher should show primary source image #8 – Cartoon on Chinese New 
Year and through guided questions ask students to analyze the primary 
source, some suggested questions are:

 » What is Chinese New Year?

 » What stereotypes are present in this cartoon?

 » How reliable are cartoons? How realistic is this cartoon of Chinese 
New Year?

 » What is the message of this cartoon?
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• Using Worksheet 2.1 have students analyze the impact of this cartoon – 
what would Canadians learn about Chinese New Year from this cartoon 
and how would Canadians of Chinese descent feel about this cartoon? 
Discuss as a class.

• Group students into partners and distribute the primary sources that the 
teacher wishes to use.

• Students should analyze the primary sources by discussing what they see 
with their partner and link the primary source to the policy (ie: Chinese 
Immigration Act).

• For further information students should read the page in “Beyond Gold 
Mountain” that corresponds to the primary source:

 » Image 5 – Anti-Chinese Association Letter = “Beyond Gold Moun-
tain,” page 6

 » Image 14 – Fernridge Badge = “Beyond Gold Mountain,” page 8

 » Image 15 – $500 Head Tax Cartoon = “Beyond Gold Mountain,” page 6

 » Image 17a/b – English Café = “Beyond Gold Mountain,” page 9

 » Image 17c – Help Wanted Cartoon = “Beyond Gold Mountain,” page 9

 » Image 19 - Superimposed Family Portrait = “Beyond Gold Mountain,” 
pages 5-6

• Students then place each primary source on the ranking ladder based on 
whether they believe it has a high or low impact. (students can use arrows)

• Students then defend their choice by writing down in point form the im-
pact the policy had on Canada and on the Chinese community.

Applying

• Teacher debriefs the activity by having each group share their ranking of 
the primary sources or create a class ranking ladder.

• Teacher can have students answer an exit ticket on what these policies 
teach them about Canada’s views on Chinese Canadians during this time.
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Lesson Alternatives/Accommodations

Alternative 1

• Teacher can create a ranking ladder on the front board and divide the class 
into larger groups of 3-4 depending on class size.

• Each group receives one primary source and analyzes it for the link to the 
policy and the impact.

• Each group decides where on the ladder they would place their primary 
source.

• After each group is done, each group presents their primary source to the 
class, attaches it to the ladder and explains the reasoning.

French Lesson

• Teacher can have students compare the two French sources or divide the 
class in half and have each half analyze one of the two sources. (Fernbridge 
badge can also be used in this lesson)

Accommodations

• Primary sources can be enlarged on a projector or given digitally to allow 
students to zoom in and view the detail.

• Teacher can reduce the number of primary sources depending on the 
needs of the class.

References

“Chinese Hand Laundry,” Canadian Museum of History.

“Chinese Immigration Act,” The Canadian Encyclopedia.

“Chinese Head Tax,” The Canadian Encyclopedia.

Possible 
Extension 
Activities

• Students can do further research into the Chinese Immigration 
Act, Chinese Laundries or the Head Tax

• Students can create a more realistic cartoon about Chinese 
New Year

Links for 
extension 
activity

• “Beyond a number: Inuit photo exhibit brings controversial 
‘Eskimo’ I.D. system to light,” CBC Radio, 28 July 2017. 

• “Inuit Disc Numbers,” The Canadian Encyclopedia.          

Possible  
Assessment

• Observation and evaluation of knowledge

• Assess for understanding = exit ticket

https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/phase2/mod5e.html
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chinese-immigration-act
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chinese-head-tax-in-canada
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/day6/episode-348-the-week-in-trump-marketing-friendly-a-i-nasa-does-origami-inuit-photography-and-more-1.4222917/beyond-a-number-inuit-photo-exhibit-brings-controversial-eskimo-i-d-system-to-light-1.4222950
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/day6/episode-348-the-week-in-trump-marketing-friendly-a-i-nasa-does-origami-inuit-photography-and-more-1.4222917/beyond-a-number-inuit-photo-exhibit-brings-controversial-eskimo-i-d-system-to-light-1.4222950
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuit-disc-numbers
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Worksheet 2.1 – Analyzing a Cartoon

What does the cartoon teach the public 
about Chinese New Year?

How would Canadians of Chinese 
descent feel about this cartoon? How 
would it impact them?

What does this cartoon 
teach you about Canada’s 
view towards Chinese 
immigrants and their de-
scendants at this time?
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Worksheet 2.2 – Ranking the Impact of Policy

Impact on Canada

(Consider why this policy 
was put in place)

Impact on Chinese  
Communities

High Impact

Low Impact

1. Consider the impact of each primary source and discuss with your partner/group.

2. Place the primary source on the ladder based on the level of impact.

3. In point form defend the position of each primary source by answering the two 
statements below – impact on Canada and impact on Chinese communities

4. Be prepared to share your answers.



22

Lesson # 3

Lesson Title Resiliency of Chinese Immigrants and Their Descendants

Author Flora Fung

Magazine 
Issue

“Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” Kayak: 
Canada’s History Magazine for Kids, September 2023

Grade Level 5/6, 7/8, 9/10

Theme

• Canadian Identity

• Social Justice

• Industry, Invention and Technology

Subject Area

• Social Studies

• History

• ELA

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, students will analyze the ways Chinese immigrants to Canada sur-
vived and thrived despite the restrictions imposed on them. Students will gain 
deeper insights using Kayak and then connecting it to the primary sources for 
deeper understanding of the events that affected Chinese immigrants and the 
ways in which they pushed for better treatment and rights.

Time  
Required

1-2 lessons

Historical Thinking Concept(s)

• Using Primary Sources

• Analyze cause and consequence

• Take Historical Perspective
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Learning Outcomes

Students will…

• Analyze primary sources for the impact of governmental policies and la-
bour laws

• Gain perspective on the actions taken by Chinese immigrants

• Create and design a cartoon based on the knowledge gained

Background Information

• In addition to working on the railway, Chinese immigrants looked for oth-
er job opportunities. However many jobs were limited by discriminatory 
labour laws and racial barriers. Many Chinese workers opened hand laun-
dries as a means to earn a living yet found themselves often subject to 
greater restrictions and systemic discrimination than white workers.

• The Chinese Immigration Act of 1923 banned almost all Chinese from 
entering Canada. “Paper sons” and “paper daughters” are  terms to refer 
to those born in China who illegally immigrated to Canada by purchasing 
documentation that stated that they were blood relatives to Chinese peo-
ple who already received Canadian citizenship or residency.

Resources Required/Teacher Prep

• Teacher/Class should have some previous knowledge on the governmental 
policies that impacted Chinese immigrants such as the Chinese Immigration 
Act, also known as the Chinese Exclusion Act (see Lesson 2)

• Worksheet 3.1 – Restrictions and Resiliency 

Warning about the use of language in the Primary Sources

The language found in many of these primary sources includes terms and images 
that are considered offensive today. The teacher should review the use of these 
terms with students that were used in the time period of the primary source, and 
the manner in which they should be treated today.  
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Primary Sources Used

Chinese Workers

• Image 2 – Letter to the Premier

• Image 11 – Letter to the Mayor of Saskatchewan

• Image 12 - “Remarkable document is given city”

Paper Sons

• Image 18 – “Chinamen evade tax”

Lesson Activity

Activating

• Teacher should review the restrictions imposed by federal and provincial 
governments on Chinese immigrants (see lesson 2)

• Have students read the cartoon “Students on Strike” in the “Beyond Gold 
Mountain” issue of Kayak: Canada’s History Magazine for Kids.     

• As students read, have students make points or discuss the ways Chinese 
immigrants were restricted and the ways the Chinese community pushed 
back. Students may use Worksheet 3.1 to record their ideas in point form.

• Teacher should discuss the findings of the students and write students’ 
opinions on the board.

Acquiring

• Distribute the primary sources that the teacher wishes to use. The teacher 
can focus on one of the two topics or split the class into two groups.  

• This activity can be done individually or in partners.

• Students analyze the primary sources and complete the chart using point 
form.

• Teacher could share some additional resources (see below*) that students 
can use to add information to their charts.

• Students share their conclusions with the class. The teacher can write the 
answers on the board and have students make connections with previous 
knowledge.
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Applying

• Students create their own cartoon about the topic they analyzed in the 
primary source. The purpose of the cartoon would be to teach others 
about the ways Chinese immigrants were treated and ways Chinese immi-
grants resisted. The teacher may need to provide additional resources or 
research. Some suggestions have been placed for further sources in the 
reference part of this lesson plan.

Lesson Alternatives/Accommodations

• The sources can be analyzed together as a class as opposed to individually

References

“Paper Sons and Daughters and the Complexity of Choices During the Exclusion 
Era,” Facing History and Ourselves.

“Paper Sons and Daughters,” CCNC Our Stories.

“Chinese Hand Laundry,” Canadian Museum of History.

“Chinese Immigration Act,” The Canadian Encyclopedia.

Possible 
Extension 
Activities

• Students could be offered alternatives to creating a cartoon, 
such as a poster or newspaper article

Possible  
Assessment

• Discussion and Chart could be used as formative assess-
ment with feedback coming from the teacher during the 
class discussion.

• Cartoon could be used as a formative or summative evaluation

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/paper-sons-daughters-complexity-choices-during-exclusion-era
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/paper-sons-daughters-complexity-choices-during-exclusion-era
https://ccncourstories.wordpress.com/videos/paper-sons-video/
https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/phase2/mod5e.html
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chinese-immigration-act
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Worksheet 3.1 – Restrictions and Resiliency 

Title of Source
Ways Chinese 

community was 
restricted

Ways Chinese 
community pushed back 
against the restrictions

Students on Strike

Chinese Workers

Paper Sons
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Lesson # 4

Lesson Title Changemakers of Chinese Ancestry

Author Flora Fung

Magazine 
Issue

“Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” Kayak: 
Canada’s History Magazine for Kids, September 2023

Grade Level 5/6, 7/8, 9/10

Theme

• Canadian Identity

• Women

• Canada the Global Community

Subject Area

• Social Studies

• History

• ELA

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, students will focus on the contributions of successful Canadians 
of Chinese ancestry and analyze the challenges that they have overcome and 
celebrate their successes. Students will use the “Beyond Gold Mountain” issue 
of Kayak: Canada’s History Magazine for Kids as a launching point into primary 
sources before exploring an individual of their choosing.

Time  
Required

1 lesson

Historical Thinking Concept(s)

• Using Primary Sources

• Take Historical Perspective



28

Learning Outcomes

Students will…

• Analyze primary sources to construct meaning and knowledge.

• Identify and share knowledge and understanding of an important Canadian 
of Chinese ancestry.

• Share and teach the challenges and successes of important Canadians of 
Chinese ancestry and their impact on Canada today.

Background Information

Gretta Jean Wong Grant was the first woman of Chinese descent to become quali-
fied as a lawyer in Canada.

Her father, Lem Wong, was born in 1881 near Canton (now Guangzhou) in South-
ern China. He immigrated to Vancouver in 1896, paying a $50 head tax to do so. 
With so few Chinese women in Canada at this time, he soon returned to China 
to seek a wife and married Toye Chin. Restrictions placed on Chinese men at this 
time meant that Lem Wong had to quickly return to Canada, while his new wife 
stayed behind in China. There, she gave birth to the couple’s first child in 1907.  
The family reunited when Toye and their son were finally able to afford to move to 
Canada in 1911.  They settled in London, Ontario, where Lem opened a restaurant. 
“Wong’s Cafe” was quickly established as an elegant and popular place for the 
city’s professional class. 

Gretta was born in 1921 — the seventh of eight children. She and her siblings were 
active community members, attending church and participating in a variety of 
sports. Their father placed great emphasis on the role of education and most of the 
children eventually received a university degree. However, in the era of economic 
depression, it was a struggle for the family to cover all of the required tuition fees. 

When Gretta decided to enter law, a family friend helped her secure an articling 
position at a law firm in Toronto. There, Gretta experienced more racial discrimi-
nation than she was used to in the smaller city of London. For example, she had 
trouble renting an apartment because of her Chinese ancestry. At the law firm, 
Gretta and the other female students experienced different treatment than that of 
their male counterparts — being asked to run errands, do simple research and oth-
er administrative tasks, and not being invited to attend court hearings. The women 
formed a club called the Osgoode Women’s Legal Society (OWLS) and protested 
some of the unfair practices they experienced, with great success. 

Gretta was called to the bar in 1946. She married and raised a family, while main-
taining an active and impactful legal career. 



29

Resources Required/Teacher Prep

• “Beyond Gold Mountain” issue of Kayak: Canada’s History Magazine for Kids

• Worksheet 4.1 – Planner

Primary Sources Used

• Image 9 – Gretta Wong Grant

• Excerpt from interview with Gretta Wong Grant

Lesson Activity

Activating

• Teacher shows the primary source image 9 of Gretta Wong Grant and has 
students brainstorm and discuss who she is and why she might be import-
ant – drawing attention to the clothes in the image.

• Teacher then shares the excerpt from the interview with Gretta Wong 
Grant. Students can work in small groups to decipher the interview and try 
to infer more about Gretta’s story, circling or highlighting key phrases.                     

• Students come together to share what they think about Gretta Wong Grant, 
using evidence to support their statements. 

• Teacher can correct or add to the students’ answers, using the background 
information provided above.

• The teacher can prompt further discussion, asking students to infer what 
kind of obstacles Gretta Jean Wong Grant may have faced as a Chinese 
Canadian woman during this time period. 

Acquiring

• Have students look at the images on pages 10-11 of “Beyond Gold Moun-
tain,” and ask if they recognize anyone on those two pages

• After reading, have students share with a partner one accomplishment and 
one challenge that the individuals listed in this article had.

• Have students research an important Canadian of Chinese ancestry – a list 
has been provided but the teacher can always research more.

• Students can use Worksheet 4.1 as a planner to begin their research.
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• Students will present their research by creating either an infographic or a 
slide presentation. Some things to include are biographical information, 
context about the time period, key contributions, challenges faced, inter-
esting facts, as well as a bibliography.    

Applying

• Students can present their presentation or infographic to the class or share 
in a gallery walk.

• Infographics can also be saved to share with the school in May during 
Asian Heritage Month

Possible Individuals:

• Sergeant John Ko Bong (son of G.B. Simon, jeweller, Second World War 
veteran and activist for franchise, served with Douglas Jung)

• Private Frederick Lee (First World War casualty)

• Chinese Labour Corps

• Kew Dock Yip (first male lawyer of Chinese ancestry in Canada)

• Dr. Victoria Chung, Dr. Ross Jung, and Dr. Wing Yuen Wong (first physicians 
of Chinese ancestry in Canada)

• Dart Lim Lee, Chin Brothers (first pharmacists of Chinese ancestry in Cana-
da)

• Dr Rachel Wang (current Canadian astronomer)

• Dr Hin Lew (first physicist of Chinese ancestry in Canada)

• Elder Larry Grant (see Images 20a/b)

• William, Albert, and George Chin (hockey stars, see Image 28)

Lesson Alternatives/Accommodations

• Teacher can also have students create a Heritage Minute or a Walk of Fame 
using the same individuals and have students create a display to share with 
the rest of the school.     

• Instead of people, the teacher could also have students create a presen-
tation/infographic about key ways Chinese culture has influenced modern 
society. Teacher could group/share contributions based on types of history 
such as political, technological and economic contributions.
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References

“Gretta Wong Grant,” Road to Justice.

Constance Blackhouse, “Gretta Wong Grant: Canada’s First Chinese-Canadian 
Female Lawyer,” 1996, 15, Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice.

Possible 
Extension 
Activities

• Use as a display during Asian Heritage Month in May

Possible  
Assessment

• Presentation/Infographic can be used as a formative evalua-
tion or summative evaluation 

http://www.roadtojustice.ca/first-lawyers/gretta-wong-grant
https://www.constancebackhouse.ca/fileadmin/publicationlist/GrettaWongGrant.pdf
https://www.constancebackhouse.ca/fileadmin/publicationlist/GrettaWongGrant.pdf
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Interview with Gretta Wong Grant

Feb 15, 2011

RoadToJustice.ca

http://www.roadtojustice.ca/video/gretta-wong-grant

Transcript

GWG: I was a member of the smallest class ever at Osgoode. The war was on and if 
you were able-bodied at all, you had to go into a service. We had five women and we 
called ourselves the Osgoode Women’s Legal Society (the “OWLS”). What a wonder-
ful name. They wouldn’t even let us sit on the jury in the moot court, so we decided to 
picket. Judge George Walsh was the lawyer at that time and he ruled that we could 
sit on the jurors so we thought that we won our first award. But it was fun and they 
all treated us as if it was kind of fun. The president of the law group at that time was 
always a man, so we picketed again to say we think women should be able to be the 
president of our local law association. And so the men said “okay.” We thought it was 
kind of interesting to see how the men would react but they were very good.

After a hundred or so years of having men all the time and people say, “What’s it like 
to be first?” and I said, “I just I was born at a certain time and that was what just hap-
pened. Just like being the first woman of Chinese ancestry, it was because of my time 
in life.”

Never feel that you’re going to have any discrimination. Just go ahead and don’t let it 
worry you and don’t dwell on it and look on the bright side. There are always so many 
good people in this world. So you never worry, just go and do your best and, as my 
father said, “and then add a little extra.” That’s the best advice I can give.

http://www.roadtojustice.ca/video/gretta-wong-grant
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Worksheet 4.1 – Planner

Individual Chosen

Accomplishments Challenges Faced

Legacy on Canada Fun Facts

References Used:
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Lesson # 5

Lesson Title Chinatown and its importance to Canadians of Chinese Ancestry

Author Flora Fung

Magazine 
Issue

“Beyond Gold Mountain: Canadians of Chinese Ancestry,” Kayak: 
Canada’s History Magazine for Kids, September 2023

Grade Level 5/6, 7/8, 9/10

Theme

• Discover your community

• Canadian Identity

• Ethnography

• Settlement and Immigration

Subject Area

• Social Studies

• Geography

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, students will explore the history of Chinatown and its importance to 
Chinese immigrants and Canadians of Chinese ancestry. Students will use Kayak 
magazine and primary sources to gain a deeper understanding of this topic.

Time  
Required

1-2 lessons

Historical Thinking Concept(s)

• Establish historical significance.

• Use primary source evidence.

• Identify continuity and change.
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Learning Outcomes

Students will…

• Understand and explain the importance of ethnic enclaves and their contri-
butions to the existence/survival of immigrants.

• Gain knowledge of the challenges that face Chinatowns in the past and 
present.

• Examine how Chinatowns have stayed the same and how change has 
occurred.

Background Information

Chinatowns and other ethnic enclaves were created to serve as safe havens for 
new Chinese immigrants. Places to shop familiar food, shared language and sim-
ilar culture and practices led to the establishment of Chinatowns in almost every 
major city centre across Canada. Yet, Chinatowns have always been under scrutiny, 
by the public and government regulations. It is the ongoing work of those living 
and working in Chinatowns to push back as a form of resistance.      

Resources Required/Teacher Prep

• The three pages of the news article Image 24a/b/c can be shortened or cut 
up based on the number of students in the class – so that each student gets 
one small paragraph.

• Excerpts from the contemporary news articles have been included.

• Worksheet 5.1 – Decline of Chinatowns

Warning about language in primary sources

The language found in many of these primary sources includes terms and images 
that are considered offensive today. The teacher should review the use of these 
terms with students that were used in the time period of the primary source, and the 
manner in which they should be treated today.
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Primary Sources Used

• Image 23 - “Chinatown outlived Drapeau but it’s still fighting city hall”

• Image 24a/b/c – “City tearing us apart brick by brick”

• Image 25 – “Plan to create a Chinatown fraught with problems”

Lesson Activity

Activating

• Read pages 12 and 26-27 of “Beyond Gold Mountain”

• Teacher should define an ethnic enclave and brainstorm/discuss with the 
class the importance of these areas to new immigrants.

• Teacher can discuss the importance of food culture, language and the 
sense of belonging that these communities provide.

• Teacher can ask if students to share what cultural places/sites have great 
importance to students themselves and why it holds such importance.

Acquiring

• Teacher distributes copies or excerpts of the following primary sources to 
small groups: Image 23, Image 24a/b/c and Image 25. Alternatively, the 
teacher can read the articles aloud to students. Encourage students to 
consider why Chinatowns are important and reasons why Chinatowns are 
declining.

• Combine groups of students who read different articles together to com-
plete Worksheet 5.1 Alternatively, teacher can fill out the worksheet as a 
whole class.

• Once students have placed their information, have students choose two 
colours and sort the reasons for decline – how much of the decline is due 
to governmental policies and how much of the decline is due to social/cul-
tural reasons?

• Teacher can discuss and debrief the findings of the students.
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Applying

• Using the news article titled “The rise and fall of Chinatown” in its whole or 
the excerpts provided, have students compare and contrast contemporary 
opinions from those presented in the articles from the 1980s. Students can 
look for continuity and change: Do the same issues remain? What is the fu-
ture of Chinatowns? Students can display their work using a Venn diagram. 

• Have students read the article titled “What is the future of Chinatown” in its 
whole or the excerpts provided, and ask them to write a proposal on mak-
ing the Vancouver Chinatown a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Encourage 
students to frame their argument using the criteria for selection (linked 
below).

Lesson Alternatives/Accommodations

• Depending on the strength of the class, the teacher can keep the three pag-
es of the newspaper intact and have students analyze the entire document, 
or they can read the article aloud for their students. Teacher could also do 
this activity with the students.

Materials/Resources

“The rise and fall of Chinatown: The hidden history of displacement you were nev-
er told,” Kathryn Mannie, Global News, 26 May 2022. 

“What is the future of Chinatown,” Michael S. Tan, Vancouver Sun.     

“Chinese Food in Canada,” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 

UNESCO World Heritage Convention, Criteria for Selection

Additional resource to support this lesson:

“Province, city see to honour Vancouver’s Chinatown as UNESCO World Heritage 
site,” Government of British Columbia, 17 September 2018. 

Vancouver’s Chinatown National Historic Site of Canada, Government of Canada.

https://globalnews.ca/news/8793341/chinatown-history-toronto-vancouver-montreal-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8793341/chinatown-history-toronto-vancouver-montreal-canada/
https://vancouversun.com/opinion/michael-s-tan-what-is-the-future-of-chinatown
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chinese-food-in-canada
https://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2018TAC0068-001776
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2018TAC0068-001776
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=12951
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The Chinese Canadian History Project Council has written booklets on the history 
of specific Chinatowns across Canada. These timelines are available in English and 
French.

Victoria Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/victoria_china-
town_en.html 

Vancouver Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/vancouver_chi-
natown_en.html 

Toronto Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/toronto_china-
town_en.html 

Edmonton Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/edmonton_chi-
natown_en.html 

Winnipeg Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/winnipeg_chi-
natown_en.html 

Ottawa Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/ottawa_china-
town_en.html 

Montreal Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/montreal_china-
town_en.html 

Calgary Chinatown: http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/calgary_china-
town_en.html

Possible 
Extension 
Activities

• Students could use Google Maps and find where Chinatowns 
are located around the world – could be used by students to 
see the immigration patterns of Chinese people.

• Visit Chinatown in your local community – see about walking 
tours.

• Have students pick their favourite dish (can be of their own cui-
sine) and do some research into the history of its creation

Possible  
Assessment

• Observation and feedback for classroom discussions

• Possible formative assessment for the worksheets

• Could become a possible summative

http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/victoria_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/victoria_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/vancouver_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/vancouver_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/toronto_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/toronto_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/edmonton_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/edmonton_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/winnipeg_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/winnipeg_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/ottawa_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/ottawa_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/montreal_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/montreal_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/calgary_chinatown_en.html
http://www.sfu.ca/chinese-canadian-history/calgary_chinatown_en.html
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Excerpts from “The rise and fall of Chinatown: The hidden history of displacement 
you were never told,” Kathryn Mannie, Global News, 26 May 2022.      
_____

In Chinatown, the past is important. It reminds you of your grandparents, your mom 
and dad, early morning dim sum, after-school kung fu lessons, banquet nights and 
lion dances.

But against that backdrop of nostalgia also lives a deeply painful history. You need a 
good memory in Chinatown because so much has been lost.

Chinatown’s steady decline as a hub of culture and economy in recent years comes 
as no surprise to people who know its history. Chinatown has always been under at-
tack, ever since its formation. The only thing that’s changed is who’s been leading the 
charge.

Governments and angry mobs have raided, expropriated and cut Chinatown in half. 
But now, development and a lack of services are threatening the cultural fabric of 
these beloved neighbourhoods, with high prices boxing out longtime businesses and 
area residents.
_____

Chinatowns have always been magnets for anti-Asian racism. Historically, that took the 
form of riots, punitive laws and slum-clearing policies, and in modern urban society, it 
looks like rising hate crimes, over-policing and vandalism.

The outlets look different but the reasons remain the same. Myths persist that China-
towns are dirty, that they’re foreign, and that the people who live there are not Cana-
dian. These ideas are rooted in a historical narrative that is still impacting our present.
_____

In the 1950s and ’60s, the Canadian and American governments unleashed city plan-
ning campaigns to wipe Chinatowns off the map. A popular tool they used was the 
freeway.

The narrative that local governments used to justify expropriating huge chunks of Chi-
natown property was that they were clearing slums. Chinatowns, in their eyes, were 
dirty, diseased and a blight on the city community.
_____

It’s clear that Chinatowns need support, but they simply aren’t getting enough. And 
while Chinatowns have weathered many storms in the past, that doesn’t mean that we 
can take their continued existence for granted.

https://globalnews.ca/news/8793341/chinatown-history-toronto-vancouver-montreal-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8793341/chinatown-history-toronto-vancouver-montreal-canada/
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Excerpts from “What is the future of Chinatown,” Michael S. Tan, Vancouver Sun.  
_____

“Chinatown is dying.”

I hear this phrase often in my advocacy work. Interestingly, it is a common refrain in 
every major city across North America. Whether you walk the streets of San Francis-
co, Toronto, New York, Boston, or Edmonton, not only is this heard often, but in each 
of these cities, there has been a concerted effort from the respective communities to 
“Save Chinatown.” No matter where they are located, Chinatowns face common chal-
lenges, including gentrification and property development pressures, demographic 
change of the area’s historic residents, and the erosion of the neighbourhood’s cultur-
al heritage.
_____

These four years of work have now culminated in the Cultural Heritage Assets Man-
agement Plan (CHAMP), essentially a framework that highlights the “what” in China-
town that needs to be protected and conserved for future generations, things like 
language schools, Chinese dance, calligraphy, lion dance, kung fu, dim sum, and 
fresh grocers. CHAMP also highlights the strategies — the “how” — to ensure that this 
shared, living, cultural heritage can be passed down sustainably — for example, pilot 
project funding, cultural business incentives, and investments in cultural institutions.

This plan is a collective representation of those who live and work in Chinatown and 
those who care about its cultural heritage. We are the ones imagining a new future for 
Chinatown.

https://vancouversun.com/opinion/michael-s-tan-what-is-the-future-of-chinatown
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Worksheet 5.1 – Decline of Chinatowns

Complete using Image 24a/b/c – Gazette Montreal November 18, 1981 “City tearing 
us apart, brick by brick, say Montreal Chinese”

Step 1 – read article and place points in the right area of the worksheet below (point 
form)

Step 2 – under reasons Chinatowns are declining – use two colours to sort the reasons 
for the decline – use the legend 

Reasons Chinatowns 
are important…

Reasons Chinatowns 
are declining…

CHINATOWNS

Decline due to governmental policies

Decline due to social/cultural reasons
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Primary Source Collection
This collection consists of primary sources that complement the lesson plans found 
in the “Beyond Gold Mountain Educator’s Guide.” There are additional sources found 
in this package that may not be referenced in the lessons, as well sources in both 
English and French. We encourage you to find other ways to explore these materials 
with your students.

Please note that the language found in many of these sources includes terms and 
images that are today considered offensive and derogatory. It is important to review 
with students that they may encounter this language and support them in responding 
respectfully.  

This collection of sources are being shared for educational purposes only. Any re-
quests for use must be made to the original repository.

When you see this symbol, , you can scan the QR code to access the 
source of the article.
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1

#1 | Arrival of Immigrants in Vancouver

New Arrivals off the Monteagle (1907-1911). Depicts Chinese immigrants in a line 
outside of the Detention Shed, or “Pig House.” This was the Vancouver Immigra-
tion Building, now where the Pan Pacific Hotel stands. Victoria had one also.

University of British Columbia Library. Rare Books and Special Collections. The 
Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection. CC-PH-00437
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2

#2 | Letter to the Premier (of B.C.)

Letter to the Premier, Mayor of Vancouver and the Chinese Consul issued by the 
Provincial Workers Council in co-operation with the Chinese Workers Protective 
Association protesting the unacceptable conditions of the Chinese unemployed 
workers and resolving equality for them, 1934.

University of British Columbia Library. Rare Books and Special Collections. The 
Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection. CC-OS-00004
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3

#3 | 1907 Riots — Fongoun’s

Fongoun’s was a popular tailor in Vancouver on the southeast corner of Hastings 
Street and Columbia Street. This is what his business looked life after the attack on 
Chinatown in the anti-Asian riots of 1907

University of British Columbia Library. Rare Books and Special Collections. The 
Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection. CC-PH-00230
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4

#4 | Canadian Pacific Steamer

Thousands of Chinese labourers arrived in Canada on board CPR steamships like 
this one. Photo taken by Captain Samuel Robinson in 1891.

University of British Columbia Library. Rare Books and Special Collections. The 
Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection. CC-PH-10619
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5

#5 | Anti-Chinese Association Letter

Noah Shakespeare, President of the Anti-Chinese Association, submitted this peti-
tion on April 12, 1880, to the Legislature of British Columbia in an effort to rid the 
province of all Chinese immigrants.

University of British Columbia Library. Rare Books and Special Collections. The 
Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection. CC-TX-279-15



48

6

#6 | Long, Braided Hair

Crewmen of the Empress of Japan fishing off its side in Vancouver Harbour. Take 
note of the Chinese crew with long braided hair called queues, neatly wrapped 
around their heads as a symbol of loyalty to the Manchu government in China. To 
cut one’s queue off was punishable by death.

Image A-09478 courtesy of the Royal BC Museum.
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7

#7 | Boat Ticket Stub

Bilingual boat ticket issued to Chinese men and boys for passage on a barque 
named Maria from Hong Kong to Victoria in 1865. The Chinese names of the pas-
sengers are written in Chinese calligraphy on the upper left corner. This rare archi-
val evidence reveals that conditions on these voyages were harsh, with only one 
meal a day and a sleeping space of only 35.5 cm (14 inches) for each of the 316 
Chinese passengers.

Image K/EA/C43 courtesy of the Royal BC Museum.
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8

#8 | “Chinese New Year Begins Tonight”

The one major event of the year that Chinese people communally celebrate is 
the ringing in of the new lunar year. Businesses close for two weeks, customs and 
traditions like cleaning, feasting, fireworks and lion dancing are still observed in 
present-day Canada.

Image B-08249 courtesy of the Royal BC Museum.
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#9 | Gretta Wong Grant

Canada’s first female lawyer of Chinese descent, born in London, Ontario. She was 
the former Regional Director of the Ontario Legal Aid Plan and the former Chair of 
the City of London’s Race Relations Committee. Grant was also the past President 
of Chinese Canadian National Council, London Chapter.

Osgoode Digital Commons. Osgoode Hall Law School Class of 1946.

9



52

10

#10 | Chinese Canadians in the Armed Forces

Members of the 16th Scottish (Reserve), Victoria, British Columbia, circa 1944. Chi-
nese Canadian youth were eager to serve in the armed forces for Canada in the 
hopes that they might gain the right to vote after the war.

The Chinese Canadian Military Museum.
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11
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11 cont’d.

#11 | Letter to the Mayor of Saskatoon

Letter to the Mayor of Saskatoon and Board of Aldermen, the City of Saskatoon, 
January 25, 1915 with signatures of Chinese laundrymen. This petition was pre-
pared by the Chinese community to fight against unfair laundry taxes.

City of Saskatoon Archives. D50.VI.514
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#12 | “Remarkable document is given city”

Newspaper clipping from the Saskatoon Daily Star published following the peti-
tion prepared by the Chinese community to fight against unfair laundry taxes (See 
#11).

Saskatoon Daily Star, January 26, 1915.
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#13 | Iron Chink 1909 Model Advertisement

The “Iron Chink” was an invention to replace the need to hire Chinese fish cannery 
workers. It could take the place of up to 30 workers in an effort to employ fewer 
Chinese. The derogatory name was a racial slur used for decades in the fish can-
ning industry in the U.S. and in Canada alike.

Pacific Fisherman, Annual Review, February 1, 1909.
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#14 | Fernridge Time Checks

Instead of using Chinese employees’ names, the Fernridge Lumber Co. used time 
checks, or ID tags with numbers, for Chinese (Chink), Japanese (Jap) and Indian 
(Hindu) employees.

Langley Centennial Museum Photo 1988.036.046
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#15 | $500 Head Tax Cartoon

In this cartoon, the Chinese head tax of $500 is being compared to a physical wall 
to slow all immigration to Canada from China. The man on top of the wall says, 
“If this isn’t high enough, we’ll put it higher!” The sign reads, “Notice: Canada has 
no use for slaves and transient money-grubbers. We have a welcome for all who 
come to be citizens, and loyally support our institutions, whatever their race but no 
room for aliens.”

The Globe (Toronto, Ontario, Canada), September 19, 1896.
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#16 | Police Mugshot Book

Victoria Police Department mugshot book (1898-1904). Includes photographs of 
people charged with criminal activity and details of their crime and information on 
sentencing.

University of Victoria (B.C.). Library. Victoria Police Department Charge and Mug-
shot Books Collection. PR 12.9
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17a + b

#17a, #17b | English Café Ad / English Cafe, 1909-1911

In 1912, Saskatchewan (later other provinces followed suit) passed the White 
Women’s Labour Law to forbid Chinese businessmen from hiring white female 
employees, under the guise of protecting women. It was not repealed until 1969.

Red Deer News, February 24, 1909. / Red Deer Archives. P5604
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#17c | “A Danger Removed”

This cartoon depicts the law that forbade the hiring of white women to work for 
Chinese businessmen.

Saskatoon Daily Star (Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada), July 17, 1913.
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#18 | “Chinamen Evade Tax”

Newspaper article reflecting the start of “paper sons” and “paper daughters.” The 
high taxes imposed upon Chinese immigrants engendered a black market for 
false documents. “Paper families” began to be a phenomenon that would have a 
long-lasting legacy even until this day.

Free Press Prairie Farmer (Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada), September 23, 1908.
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#19 | Superimposed Family Portrait

The woman and child on the left have been superimposed into the photo. Where-
as the man and young male were photographed at (Vancouver’s) Yucho Chow Stu-
dio. Many early Chinese men living in Canada were separated for decades from 
their wives and young children. To bridge the distance, it was common to take 
two photos — one taken in China, the other in Canada — and merge them into one 
image. Late 1910s or early 1920s.

City of Vancouver Archives. Yucho Chow Community Archive Collection. AM1688-
S1-F5-: 2021-034.262



64

20a

#20a | Grant Family Photograph

This 1940 photo shows Agnes Grant from the Musqueam community and Hong 
Tim Hing from Zhongsan along with three of their children (L to R: Helen, Larry and 
Gordon). Hing met and married Agnes while working on a Chinese farm located 
on the Musqueam reserve. The family was forced to straddle two worlds and con-
fusion about their cultural identity dominated their childhood. As Larry recalls, “We 
grew up as Musqueam children, but one day the government decided we would 
be classified as Chinese.”

City of Vancouver Archives. Yucho Chow Community Archive Collection. AM1688-
S1-F5-: 2021-034.172
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#20b | Agnes Grant’s Marriage Certificate

Agnes Grant married a Chinese farmer who was leasing her father’s Musqueam 
land in Vancouver. His name was Gon Fun Jang but also went by another name, 
Hong Tim Hing.  

Vital Statistics Agency, British Columbia.
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#21 | Lotus Foot Shoes

An old Chinese tradition called “foot binding,” was supposed to be dainty and at-
tractive, but in reality inhibited proper walking and the ability to use her feet. This 
practice was brought over to Canada in some cases which limited the woman’s 
ability to walk distances and it was painful to do everyday chores.

Courtesy of Nelson Museum, Archives and Gallery.
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#22 | Photograph of Kuo Min Tang Members

Numerous Chinese Canadians across Canada supported Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s revolu-
tionist movement to overthrow China’s emperor. They formed local chapters called 
“Kuo Min Tang” and fundraised hundreds of thousands of dollars for China’s future 
leader of the Republic of China.

Kelowna Museums Society. Chinese Canadian Artifacts Project. CA KMS 
KMS_1978.002.003
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#23 | “Chinatown outlived Drapeau but it’s still fighting city hall”

This 1987 newspaper article from The Gazette describes the struggles of growing 
and protecting Montreal’s Chinatown.

The Gazette (Montreal, QC, Canada), June 13, 1987.
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#24a, #24b, #24c | “City tearing us apart brick by brick, say Montreal’s Chinese”

This 1981 newspaper article from The Gazette highlights the fight save Chinatown 
in Montreal.

The Gazette (Montreal, QC, Canada), November 18, 1981.

Or click here

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=Fr8DH2VBP9sC&dat=19811118&printsec=frontpage&hl=en
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#25 | “Plan to create a Chinatown fraught with problems”

This 1987 newspaper article from The Leader-Post talks about the potential con-
struction of a Chinatown in Regina.

The Leader-Post (Regina, SK, Canada), January 20, 1987.

Or click here

https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=hYlWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=YkENAAAAIBAJ&pg=1222%2C1087295
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#26 | Excerpt from Le droit

Le droit (Ottawa, ON, Canada), 9 juin, 1917.

Or click here

https://numerique.banq.qc.ca/patrimoine/details/52327/4145410
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#27 | Excerpt from L’Écho de l’ouest

L’Écho de l’ouest : journal de sports et d’annonces (Nantes, France), 11 novembre, 
1904.

Or click here

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045239/1904-11-11/ed-1/seq-2/
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#28 | « Famille de hockeyistes » / “Hockey’s Future Safe if There Are Many Cana-
dian Families Like the Chins”

The Chin family. Brothers Albert, George, and William went on to become famous 
Canadian hockey players.

La tribune (Sherbrooke, QC, Canada), 17 mars, 1945. / Edmonton Journal (Edmonton, 
AB, Canada), March 27, 1945.
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#29 | « Sauvons Montréal: ne détruisez pas le quartier chinois! »

This 1976 newspaper article from Le Jour describes how leaders of Montreal’s 
Chinese community rallied to save a large part of Chinatown from the threat of 
demolition.

Le Jour (Saint-Laurent, QC, Canada), May 5, 1976.

Or click here

https://numerique.banq.qc.ca/patrimoine/details/52327/4504375
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#30 | Larry Kwong’s C.I. 45

According to the Chinese Immigration Act, 1923, otherwise known as the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1923, Chinese individuals already in Canada were required to 
register and carry photo identification as evidence of their compliance with the 
regulations of the act; even Canadian-born and naturalized British subjects of Chi-
nese ancestry were made to register. This C.I. 45 (certificate of immigration) was 
issued to Lawrence (Larry) Kwong to certify his registration on June 26, 1924 when 
he was one year and 9 days old.

University of British Columbia Library. Rare Books and Special Collections. The 
Paper Trail Collection. RBSC-ARC-1838-DO-0291


