LEVER CREATIONS

Roland Galarneau was born with just a
tiny bit of vision. He learned Braille at

a school for the blind in Montreal. Back
home in Hull, Que., he took night classes
while working as a janitor. In 1952 he
invented a microscope that let him read
printed words for the first time. Inspired by
the success of his “roloscope,” Galarneau
started on another project in 1966. After
thousands of hours, he came up with the
Converto-Braille. It changed letters as you
typed into raised Braille symbols that blind
people could read. His invention led to
modern computer Braille software.
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ROLLING FREEDOM

Watching his aunt push a chair across the kitchen
floor for balance, Norman Rolston thought there
had to be a better way. So in 1986 he came up
with what he called the Able Walker — a frame
whose four legs had wheels on the bottom that
swivelled and hand brakes to stop the walker from
rolling away. His invention was a big improvement
over existing walkers. It gave new freedom to
people who just needed a bit of support to walk.
Rolston, who was born in Saskatchewan and lived
in Alberta, the Northwest Territories and B.C. over
his lifetime, could have made piles of money from
his invention. But he shared his plans for free, a
generous act that earned him an award from the
International Society of Inventors.
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HERE’S HOW TO SPELL THE NAME OF THIS
MAGALINE IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE.
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Most Deaf communities across Canada use
American Sign Language or Langue des signes
québécoise. In eastern Canada, Maritime Sign
Language was used for more than a century and
still remains in use even today by people living in
Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island.
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