Visitors tour the Lafleche Cave near Gatineau, Quebec,
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In the 1960s, some of
Tuktoyaktuk’s men hacked and
chiselled out an ice house that
would be available to everyone.
People reach it by going into a
small shed and opening a hatch

in the floor. Then they climb nearly
nine metres down a ladder to an
open area underground. Three
corridors connect 19 small storage
rooms, each with its own number,
where families store fish and game
over the summer.
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[ in the Arcfic, 2008.

Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T.
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A HOME IN THE
GROUND

There are lots of tales about outlaws slipping
north across the American border to hide in
caves in the Big Muddy Badlands of southern
Saskatchewan. The most famous one tells of
Sam Kelly (also spelled Kelley, also known as
Red Nelson, real name Joseph Erving Kelly).
Originally from Cape Breton, N.S., he spent
the 1890s with an American gang, stealing
horses and cattle and robbing trains. He
eventually left his life of crime and fled to
Alberta to try farming. The Sam Kelly Caves
are on private property, but you can visit if
you book a tour.
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DEEP
DISCOVERIES

Canada’s national park system started with a cave.
Generations of Indigenous people knew about the
amazing hot springs before three railway workers
stumbled on their location near Banff, Alta., in 1883.
The Canadian government took over the site to
protect it, and in 1887, created our first national
park there. The Cave and Basin National Historic
Site is in what’s now Banff National Park.

KAYAK APR 2024 11

l



	P08_Kayak_88_Underground_EN
	P10_Kayak_88_Underground_EN
	P11_Kayak_88_Underground_EN



