THATS NOT PRI

Imagine you were treated

unfairly because of your
skin colour, religion, gender or T (e
disability. Before the Charter fl 1979, LITEna's Hacing
f Riah 3| E] Commission fired jockey
of Rights and Free o_ms, (professional horse rider)
governments could decide — John Damien because he
and change — who had what was gay. Two years later,
rights. People who tried to fight the Canadian Armed Forces

back against injustice rarely fired Barbara Thornborrow
for being a lesbian.

won. Here are just =
a few examples. '

Many women who worked
outside the home, as teachers
or flight attendants, say, or
From the 19305 to the The Supreme Court for the government had to
1970s people in mental of Canada ruled quit their jobs when they got
health institutions in against Fred Christie, married. The marriage bar, as
Alberta and B.C. could a Black man in it was known, lasted until the
be forced by law to have 1940. It said that a 1970s in s,om e places
an operation that would Montreal bar didn’t ; ;
leave them unable to . have to serve him.
have children.

--------------------- i People (known as pacifists)
i who refused to fight in wars :
because it was against their ;
religion weren’t allowed to ]
vote in federal elections for
_ much of the first half of .
™., the twentieth century.
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Even though it was a big step, the
Canadian Bill of Rights was treated
like a guideline instead of a law
that ensured fairness for all. In
1970, Jeannette Corbiere Lavell, an
Anishinaabe woman from Ontario,
married a non-Indigenous man. The
Indian Act said that meant she lost her
status as an Indigenous person and
couldn’t pass it on to any children. She
fought back. But in 1973, the Supreme
Court of Canada said the Bill of Rights

didn’t guarantee the rights the Jeannette Lavell with her son in 1971

Indian Act had taken from her.
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