USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS
A FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE:

THE ROLE OF ARCHIVES, MUSEUMS,
AND COMMUNITY COLLECTIONS
IN VISUALIZING DIFFERENT

PASTS AND IMAGINING
DIFFERENT FUTURES



http://www.samanthacutrara.com/
http://www.canadashistory.ca/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/18201256032/

NOTE:

= This is an annotated PowerPoint of a webinar
completed for Canada’s History on March 31,
2016.

= A video of this webinar can be found HERE on
YouTube.

= Allimages in this PowerPoint are available on-
line; many can be found on Flickr, a photo
sharing site, and are hyperlinked.

* Please email the author
Samantha.Cutrara@gmail.com for any
questions, comments, or corrections.
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http://www.canadashistory.ca/Education/Webinars/For-Teachers
http://www.canadashistory.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tai9KMaRLsE&feature=youtu.be&t=3m32s
https://www.flickr.com/
mailto:Samantha.Cutrara@gmail.com
mailto:Samantha.Cutrara@gmail.com
http://www.samanthacutrara.com/

SOCIAL JUSTICE:

= “the way in which human rights are manifested in the
everyday lives of people at every level of society”

Ingram & Walters, 2007
See also Wikipedia

.~ _4 Abortion Caravan, Town Hall meeting
. C 193-2 strip 2294 #18
Archives of Ontario, 10012247
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice

We often think about how to teach this

SOCIAL JUSTICE:

= “the way in which human rights are manifested in the
everyday lives of people at every level of society”

Ingram & Walters, 2007
See also Wikipedia

.~ _4 Abortion Caravan, Town Hall meeting
. C 193-2 strip 2294 #18
Archives of Ontario, 10012247
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice

SOCIAL JUSTICE:

= “the way in which human rights are manifested in the
everyday lives of people at every level of society”

Ingram & Walters, 2007
See also Wikipedia

Without remembering that this part
is equally powerful

o Abortion Caravan, Town Hall meeting
o C 193-2 strip 2294 #18
Archives of Ontario, 10012247
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND TEACHING HISTORY

= “the way in which human rights are manifested in the
everyday lives of people at every level of society”

Ingram & Walters, 2007
See also Wikipedia

... involves not just teaching this history of
human rights, but also acknowledging the
everyday lives of people

o Abortion Caravan, Town Hall meeting
o C 193-2 strip 2294 #18
Archives of Ontario, 10012247
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice

RESPECTING EVERYDAY LIVES AS SOCIAL JUSTICE

= Privileging the lives and
knowledges of students and
historical actors

= Social justice involves
recognizing young people as
whole, smart, thinking,

contributing members of (Children on dock] , (1936)
. Photography by James Crookall
AM640-: CVA 260-616
SOCl ety City of Vancouver Archives
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/vancouver-archives/8515476345/in/photostream/

RESPECTING EVERYDAY LIVES AS SOCIAL JUSTICE

= Privileging the lives and
knowledges of students and
historical actors

= Social justice involves
recognizing young people as
whole, smart, thinking, ‘
contributing members of society. (Chicren on dock] , (1936)

Photography by James Crookall
AM640-: CVA 260-616
City of Vancouver Archives

Is what I'm teaching is worthy of their learning?
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/vancouver-archives/8515476345/in/photostream/

In my research,
| have found that...

We don’t have to convince
young people that
history is important.

We have to make history
iImportant enough for them
to learn.

O



As one student said

in her interview...

““We come to a class
to get educated
and you’re going to

have to bring
it to the table '’


https://www.flickr.com/photos/illinoisspringfield/8080104989/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/illinoisspringfield/8080104989/

SOCIAL JUSTICE IS AN ETHOS INYOUR PRACTICE

= Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or
community as manifested in its beliefs and aspirations.

B’ A class of primary
#=4 school students,
e 1928

Malak Karsh

Department of

Manpower and

Immigration.

Library and

. Archives Canada,
8-y €010999965

DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA
CANADA’S HISTORY SMEMBANARA ¢ A
USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS A FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
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SOCIAL JUSTICE IS AN ETHOS INYOUR PRACTICE

= Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or
community as manifested in its beliefs and aspirations.

= Do you enter your classroom with the belief that
students can and should be engaged in social justice
work?

B’ A class of primary
#=4 school students,
e 1928

Malak Karsh

Department of

Manpower and

Immigration.

Library and

. Archives Canada,
8-y €010999965
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SOCIAL JUSTICE IS AN ETHOS INYOUR PRACTICE

= Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or
community as manifested in its beliefs and aspirations.

= Do you enter your classroom with the belief that
students can and should be engaged in social justice
work?

= Do you treat your students with the
belief that the are capable of doing
this work?

Y A class of primary
Z=-4 school students,
e 1928

Malak Karsh

Department of

Manpower and

Immigration.

Library and

. Archives Canada,
8-y €010999965
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SOCIAL JUSTICE IS AN ETHOS INYOUR PRACTICE

= Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or
community as manifested in its beliefs and aspirations.

= Do you enter your classroom with the belief that
students can and should be engaged in social justice
work?

= Do you treat your students with the
belief that the are capable of doing
this work?

= Do students feel this belief
everyday in your classroom?

Y A class of primary
Z=-4 school students,
2o 1928

Malak Karsh

Department of

Manpower and

Immigration.

Library and

. Archives Canada,
8-y €010999965
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SOCIAL JUSTICE IS AN ETHOS INYOUR PRACTICE

= Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or
community as manifested in its beliefs and aspirations.

= Do you enter your classroom with the belief that
students can and should be engaged in social justice
work?

= Do you treat your students with the
belief that the are capable of doing
this work?

= Do students feel this belief > i,
everyday in your classroom? 77 3 A o
= = & Library and

Y

& A class of primary
Z=-4 school students,
el 1928
4L Photograph by
Malak Karsh
Department of

. .

Archives Canada,

These beliefs and actions are to social justice JCREEREE
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/20349700335/

THE PAST AS IMAGE

= Students see the past all
around them

= We/they may not think they
know anything, but they
have an implicit
understanding of national
narrative frameworks
because they see who and
what is celebrated and/or
commemorated
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VISUALIZATION OF HISTORY

= Toward the Visualization of History: MARK MQSS
The past as image TOWARD THE
= Mark Moss VISUALIZATION
OF HISTORY

¢¢ Students today are exposed to history —ideas,
knowledge, culture — from film and television far
more than from print versions.
What this suggests is that traditional notions of
history — textbook, academic, footnoted — must be

revaluated to factor in the impact of the visual
nature of contemporary history. 22
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https://books.google.ca/books?id=ygjuFfvLjA8C&pg=PA2&lpg=PA2&dq=Toward+the+Visualization+of+History:+The+past+as+image&source=bl&ots=BMnBox3hzP&sig=h80SPXZ8_Jvg7tEY_7i4guJmRGA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiy6o-6gYDMAhVDVxQKHSTbAOsQ6AEIQTAH#v=onepage&q&f=false

MEANINGFUL LEARNING IN HISTORY IS:

¢ History education that has significance
to students’ lives now and in the future,
both inside and outside the classroom,
framed with interpretations of the past
that align with students’ sense of
familial and/or community hlstory

in and for the wider world. 7

Cutrara, Creating Possibilities
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MEANINGFUL LEARNING INVOLVES

1.

2.

Prior knowledge

Meaningful material

Assent of the learner

Joseph Novak and David Ausubel

= Cognitive theory

-

Native child in classroom of residential school

at Muncey, Ontario
F 4369-1-0-6
Archives of Ontario, 10023005
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MEANINGFUL LEARNING INVOLVES

1.

2.

Prior knowledge

Meaningful material

Assent of the learner

Joseph Novak and David Ausubel

= Cognitive theory

-

Native child in classroom of residential school

at Muncey, Ontario
F 4369-1-0-6
Archives of Ontario, 10023005
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These
visuals
can teach
human
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Now That We Are Persons
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visuals
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human
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THREE WAYS INSTITUTIONS CAN THINK OF THEIR
WORK AS SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK:

1. Introducing students to new faces, places, and experiences
otherwise flattened in traditional History and Social Studies
lessons.

2. Giving students a change to bear witness to the ordinary
lives of Canadians.

3. Breaking down traditional relationships between
teacher/student, student/teacher, practitioner/teacher, and
student/practitioner.
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THREE WAYS INSTITUTIONS CAN THINK OF THEIR
WORK AS SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK:

1.

Introducing students to new faces, places, and experiences
otherwise flattened in traditional History and Social Studies
lessons.

Giving students a change to bear witness to the ordinary
lives of Canadians.

Breaking down traditional relationships between
teacher/student, student/teacher, practitioner/teacher, and
student/practitioner.

These ways infuse the ethos of
social justice and meaningful
learning into practice
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By introducing student to new faces,
places, and experiences otherwise
flattened in traditional History and

Social Studies lessons,
primary sources can provide
evidence of the multiplicity of
people and experiences in the past.

DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA
CANADA’S HISTORY WEBINAR
USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS A

FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

: : ."’i A /

.‘\J. “"

Portrait of [railway construction workers?] at camp
ca. 1915

C 156-4-0-39 . ) .

Archives of Ontario, 10021516 By showing evidence of who was there in
the past, we broaden who we imagine as
part of the past and part of our history.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/15032344165/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

Some images we have are
staged, but that doesn’t mean
they can't be used as learning
tools.

Nova Scotia Archives,

o A3 ‘Sl'b 3 200100119


https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/21787037386/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

Some images we have are
staged, but that doesn’t mean
they can't be used as learning
tools.

They may not be “authentic,”
but what is “authenticity”
anyway?

Nova Scotia Archives,
200100119

Ac<, 50‘5'-“53"{3 =3



https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/21787037386/

DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA
CANADA'S HISTORY WEBINAR
USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS A FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

Some images we have are
staged, but that doesn’t mean
they can't be used as learning
tools.

An image like this
demonstrates the presence of
Aboriginal peoples in the past —
not just in a pre-historical
narrative, but negotiating
tradition and culture within a
19t century content.

They may not be “authentic,”
but what is “authenticity”
anyway?

Nova Scotia Archives,
200100119



https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/21787037386/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

By showing
evidence of who
was part of the

past, we broaden
our understanding
of “us” and “them”
and emphasize
that WE were
part of the
Canadian past.

Shriners Santa Claus at
Empire Theatre
December 23, 1925
Fonds 1266, Item 6845
City of Toronto Archives

City of Toronto Arch Forch 1066 e (345



https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/10966949534/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

A multicultural,
multiracial,
multireligious
Canadian people(s) .
who have been ot svnnd”
carving out a 196710}
Canadian identity
and culture for
hundreds of years.

Jewish butcher sign, The Ward
ca. 1910

Fonds 1244, Item 2548
City of Toronto Archives

City of Toronto Archives, Fonds 1244, f1244 2548



https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/7189481179/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

Thisisn't
reinventing the
Canadian past or
projecting our
present values
onto history.

Children at Canadian Council of
Christians and Jews Brotherhood
Week

1975

: Series 1057, Item 5476

4. City of Toronto Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/8560023770/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

Rather, itis challenging a
White Supremacist
narrative that
continuously denies the
presence of diverse people
and experiences in the
Canadian narrative.

S AN WING
‘*"' aEw R
L AN o 5

Sam Wing Laundry & Restaurant,
Bowden, Alberta
Provincial Archives of Alberta


https://www.flickr.com/photos/alberta_archives/25077624624/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

THEY were there

Nova Scotia Archives, 201308935 Portrait of two soldiers from the 187th
(Central Alberta) Battalion, Canadian
Expeditionary Force, Bowden, Alberta

Provincial Archives of Alberta WE were there


https://www.flickr.com/photos/alberta_archives/25229021274/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/18201256032/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We were there serving. |

Five Chinese-Canadian soldiers, Nov. 22, 1945.
Credit: Sgt. Karen M. Hermiston / Canada. Dept.
of National Defence / Library and Archives
Canada/ PA-211879

Antoine Minnewasqwe in his

Red Cross Corps marching Canadian Expeditionary Force

out of Armoury, 1944

uniform

UBC 103.1/87

University of British [ca. 1914-1918]
C 273-1-0-15-6

Columbia Archives

Archives of Ontario, 0024755


https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20328015021/
http://www.rcinet.ca/patrimoine-asiatique-en/le-mois-du-patrimoine-asiatique-au-canada/limmigration-chinoise-au-canada/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ubcarchives/18242502532/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We were there living our lives.

Alex Wilson Lazore, seen here with his
youngest son, St. Regis Reserve

ca. 1930-1960

Dept. of Manpower and Immigration
Library and Archives Canada,
€011051650

John and Sarah Fraser, no date
Photographer: George Walker MacKay
accession no. 1983-262 no. |-9

Nova Scotia Archives

Lizzie Amurualik, Mashusie
Amurualik, and Alacie Naqtui
% of Resolute Bay, NWT
PR1991.0383/158
Provincial Archives of Alberta



https://www.flickr.com/photos/alberta_archives/16251456814/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/6189626886/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/13888729526/in/album-72157644037606996/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We were there providing for family and community.

’ lethQ (V)LLi

Staff of Shannonville Canning Ltd., Shannonville, Ontario, in September 1938.
Deseronto Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/deserontoarchives/21597784640/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We were there
becoming Canadians.

-

p =
ElginCount

Archives

Galician immigrants, ca. 1911
William James Topley. Library and Archives
Canada, PA-010401

Elgin County
Refugee
Assistance and
Resettlement
Programs-
Church
Receives
Family, 1980
St. Thomas
Times-Journal
fonds
February 27,
1980

COSh4 B6F9 8
Elgin County
Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/elgincountyarchives/8498357702/in/photostream/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/16530594369/in/album-72157650749992889/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We were there providing labour.

e e e TS e

e

(

s
i

B Sy S
s = . ORGSR
2815, Dundas & Keele looking Vest

City of Toronto Archives, Senes 71, s0071_it2815

Women doing war work in Marelco factory

Dundas and Keele streets, looking west )
November 28, 1923 Date: ca. 1940
Series 71, ltem 2815 €5-20-129-1
Archives of Ontario, 10002762

City of Toronto Archives


https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/8371364518/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/15032355895/

DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA

CANADA'S HISTORY WEBINAR
US5IMG PRIMARY SOURCES AS A FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

The labour hidden from sight in our time and theirs.

Agnus Mary McCleery
and Greta McCleery

churning butter Ara Wilson, Henry

ca. 1898 Banks Jr., Roy Banks,
AM1533-S2-4-: 2009- Fremont Nelson:
005.231 cooks aboard a

City of Vancouver steamboat

Archives ca. 1890

F 2076-16-3-9
Archives of Ontario,
10024829



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20339097942/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/vancouver-archives/6345008225/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

They were there too.

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan standing
in front of a cross

August 31 1927

C7-3,21329

Archives of Ontario, 10003697



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/15032008062/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

They were there too.

With this approach, we don't
have to shy away from the
difficult parts of history.

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan standing
in front of a cross

August 31 1927

C7-3,21329

Archives of Ontario, 10003697



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/15032008062/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We can acknowledge
the privilege and
oppression of this

history in order to work
through
and past it —
Reconciling and truth-

telling as we build a

new future together.

Fort Qu’'Appelle Indian
Industrial School showing Red
River carts and teepees
Lebret, Saskatchewan, 1884
0. B. Buell

Library and Archives Canada,
PA-182246

Indian Residential School students and staff, Regina, Saskatchewan, 1908
Library and Archives Canada, PA-020921


https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/14185269124/in/album-72157644658798142/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/14185269374/in/album-72157644658798142/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

We can also show that
we were there,
separate from
struggles and
discrimination,

but we were there

building community,

making friends,
having fun.

Teenagers doing a native
dance

ca. 1970

Archives of Ontario,
10012344

Nova Scotia Archives
201309008

Living life

Chinese Community Queen and
Cathay Queen in Vancouver Chinese
Community Council on P.N.E.
Participation decorated car

Aug. 22, 1959

Pacific National Exhibition fonds
City of Vancouver Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/18018678379/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/vancouver-archives/15378676654/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

In seeing pictures
from the past, we
can challenge
what we think
about gender...

Amasa Wood Hospital, St.
Thomas, ca. 1905
C1Sh3B6F11

Elgin County Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/elgincountyarchives/17151564706/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

Sam Wing in his sitting room,
Bowden, Alberta
Provincial Archives of Alberta, H548.

Miss Guilmartin, Montreal, QC
| 1877
1 McCord Museum, 11-45957.1



https://www.flickr.com/photos/museemccordmuseum/3294711857/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alberta_archives/25081632753/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

By
acknowledging
the faces,
places, and
experiences of
the past we can
shift our focus to
see,
acknowledge,
and discuss
what isn’t
always seen,
acknowledged, CPR buffet car

d di d March 1, 1925
an Iscussed. e : Fonds 1266, ltem 4697
City of Toronto Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/6507093983/
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THEY WERE THERE - WE WERE THERE

This approach turns an ordinary picture into one used for social justice.

CPR buffet car

March 1, 1925

Fonds 1266, ltem 4697
MPid City of Toronto Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/6507093983/

By giving people a chance to bear
witness to the ordinary
lives of Canadians,
primary sources can democratize
the past in ways that invite
students to imagine their
ordinary selves and experiences
as having potential importance
when viewed part of a larger
narrative.

DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA
CANADA’S HISTORY WEBINAR
USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS A

FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE



DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA
CANADA'S HISTORY WEBINAR
USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS A FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

Images are visual cues that signify importance.
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ORDINARY LIVES - EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS

By focusing on
ordinary people,
we can
demonstrate that
all lives can be
extraordinary
when we pay
attention to
them.

Lester Pawis and friend,
north-west corner of
Queen Street West and
Bathurst Street

ca. 1992

Series 1907, File 73,
ltem 21

City of Toronto Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/9373274812/in/photostream/
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ORDINARY LIVES - EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS

Even the
ordinary lives
and interests W

of the students ||
you teach. g

West Lorne Sun and Rodney Mercury- "The Shades of Night", 1967
August 31, 1967

CO Sh6 B1 F1967 7
Elgin County Archives


https://www.flickr.com/photos/elgincountyarchives/15126765301/
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ORDINARY LIVES - EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS

We can ask:
How have things changed? How have things stayed the same?

Gecrgla Clinningham Nova Scotia Archives accession no. 1980-433 seres £ no. 1,
b

Nova Scotia Archives, 200402305



https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/15819840774/
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ORDINARY LIVES - EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS

If we think of this
ordinary picture
as extraordinary
— by virtue of
studyingitin a
history class —
we suggest to
our students that
they too can be

extraordinary.

| GEM Moving Picture
| Theatre, 1909
£ Whitby Archives



https://www.flickr.com/photos/whitbyarchives/2452230500/
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ORDINARY LIVES - EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS

VSl Wecantake a
: 13 year old
girl’s diary and
invite our
students to
see the
similarities
between their
| livesandthe
past.

Page with Sketch from Marty Hastie’s diary, 1884
F 40 Series C, MU 3300
Archives of Ontario


http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/diaries/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/diaries/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/diaries/young-women.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/diaries/young-women.aspx
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ORDINARY LIVES - EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS
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b work cuucl i m%m ' This was the strategy |
Loioitis W“? i ' developed for the

asutato | Archives of Ontario’s
World War One exhibit.



https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC98Kq-OfLAhXju4MKHb2LBT4QFggbMAA&url=http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx&usg=AFQjCNEkCacg1OZUKBYmMIVUiAlv00GISg&sig2=G06qoytS-z5gKzrp4RV-XA&bvm=bv.118353311,d.amc
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx

Archives of Ontario

Allowing students to
explore the ordinary
lives and records of
ordinary Ontarians,
students could see
themselves in the
stories we were telling.



http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/ww1/index.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/index.aspx

This strategy was not only successful for
students, but for the larger community.
We even got the support of the families for

telling even more of this story. [OIa0 A chivel
: releases First World
War love letters

)

Before he was killed in the First World War,
Harry Mason wrote longingly to the Toronto

girl he loved.”. . . should my body die over...

When Harry met Sadie: Letters offer peek into First
World War love




These ordinary people became extraordinary
because we focused on them.
The extraordinary comes from the focus,
not the deed. Ottty
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When Harry met Sadie: Letters offer peek into First
World War love




These ordinary people became extraordinary
because we focused on them.
The extraordinary comes from the focus,
not the deed. Ottty
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When Harry met Sadie: Letters offer peek into First
World War love




These ordinary people became extraordinary
because we focused on them.

This approach P
democratizes our ONtano; Archives;

releases First World

h iStO ry. War love letters
This democratization |[[EERr——

Harry Mason wrote longingly to the Toronto

)

leads to social justice ISR

When Harry met Sadie: Letters offer peek into First
World War love




By breaking down traditional
relationships between
teacher/student, student/teacher,
practitioner/teacher,
student/practitioner, all parties can
be understood as participating in

exploring, inquiring, and co-
creating meaning of sources and
how they fit into —and perhaps
challenges — one’s understanding of

DR. SAMANTHA CUTRARA the paSt
CANADA'S HISTORY WEBINAR
USING PRIMARY SOURCES AS A

FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

As educators, archivists, museum curators and interpreters,
we come into the classroom believing we know the records,
and know the history, better than students.

And in some cases we do.
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

As educators, archivists, museum curators and interpreters,
we come into the classroom believing we know the records,
and know the history, better than students.

And in some cases we do.

But opening up interpretation,

being a novice along with our students, arane §
we can allow our students to teach us e closs
what they see in an image ention Conmbia |
and what they know about the past, Departmentof
their cultures, and their selves. " graton

Library and
Archives Canada,
€011051658 _



https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/7797312322/in/album-72157631099965608/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

The information we
have about records
and artifacts is
contingent on the
information and
perspectives available
at the time of creation
and/or description.

Portrait of an Aboriginal man
[between 1860 and 1929]

C 286-1-0-11-23

Archives of Ontario, 10011636



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20133950870/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

The information we
have about records
and artifacts is
contingent on the
information and
perspectives available
at the time of creation
and/or description.

Portrait of an Aboriginal man
[between 1860 and 1929]

C 286-1-0-11-23

Archives of Ontario, 10011636



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20133950870/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

The information we
have about records
and artifacts is
contingent on the
information and
perspectives available
at the time of creation
and/or description.

Is this man Aboriginal
or could he be Métis?

Portrait of an Aboriginal man
[between 1860 and 1929]

C 286-1-0-11-23

Archives of Ontario, 10011636



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20133950870/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

Is this man Aboriginal
or could he be Métis?

Metis sash

Portrait of an Aboriginal man
[between 1860 and 1929]

C 286-1-0-11-23

Archives of Ontario, 10011636



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20133950870/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/eppp-archive/100/205/301/ic/cdc/albertametis/history/sash.htm
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

By keeping the
interpretation open,
we can invite our
students to look
deeper at an image,
ask questions, and be
active in learning
about the past.

Portrait of an Aboriginal man
[between 1860 and 1929]

C 286-1-0-11-23

Archives of Ontario, 10011636



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/20133950870/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

Everyone comes
to interpretation
with their own
set of eyes —
their own life
experiences and

cultures that
colour what they
see.

Sam Wing in his sitting room, Bowden, Alberta
Provincial Archives of Alberta, H548.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/alberta_archives/25081632753/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE
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Watching the flying. Camp Rathbun
ca. 1917

Deseronto Archives

By sharing what you see,
by sharing what | see,

we begin a dialogue about
what it means to build

stories together.
.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/deserontoarchives/24022706770/
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We can ask these
questions of the
images we often think
of when we think of
social justice.
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

But we don’t need to.

!

'S
T iR

- 5
Sl T A

s

Mrs. George Baxter
lacing a beaver pelt into
a drying frame.
Overhead hangs half of
a tanned moosehide.
1951

C 330-14-0-0-46
Archives of Ontario,
10012439



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/14845619059/in/photostream/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

These democratizing discussions can
happen with any image.

Viola Desmond Powder Compact
Nova Scotia Archives


https://www.flickr.com/photos/nsarchives/16474776286/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

However familiar they may seem.

Coin Université (Robert-
“4 Bourassa) et Sainte-

2l Catherine.- 9 aolt 1963
Photo par Yvon Bellemare
VM94-A0107-007
Archives de la Ville de
Montréal



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesmontreal/23327442726/
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WHAT DOYOU SEE -WHAT DO | SEE

Ask your students to
interpret history.

These
interpretations
become a form
of social justice

Four girls having a
laugh

[between 1898-1920]
C 130-5-0-0-159
Archives of Ontario,
10013484



https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesofontario/15032000352/

InSum... |

THREE WAYS INSTITUTIONS CAN THINK OF THEIR
WORK AS SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK:

1. Introducing students to new faces, places, and experiences
otherwise flattened in traditional History and Social Studies
lessons.

2. Giving students a change to bear witness to the ordinary
lives of Canadians.

3. Breaking down traditional relationships between
teacher/student, student/teacher, practitioner/teacher, and
student/practitioner.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/elgincountyarchives/8498357702/in/photostream/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/deserontoarchives/21597784640/

NEW WAYS OF THINKING ABOUT
HISTORY

INVITEUSTO

IMAGINE

NEW
WAYSTO
THINK
ABOUT

THE FUTURE
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THANKYOU!

More information can be found on my website:
www.SamanthaCutrara.com

Consulting services available
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http://www.samanthacutrara.com/

NOTE:

= This is an annotated PowerPoint of a webinar
completed for Canada’s History on March 31,
2016.

= A video of this webinar can be found HERE on
YouTube.

= Allimages in this PowerPoint are available on-
line; many can be found on Flickr, a photo
sharing site, and are hyperlinked.

* Please email the author
Samantha.Cutrara@gmail.com for any
questions, comments, or corrections.
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http://www.canadashistory.ca/Education/Webinars/For-Teachers
http://www.canadashistory.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tai9KMaRLsE&feature=youtu.be&t=3m32s
https://www.flickr.com/
mailto:Samantha.Cutrara@gmail.com
mailto:Samantha.Cutrara@gmail.com
http://www.samanthacutrara.com/

