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In Barkerville, B.C., 
an archeologist is 
learning a lot from 

the stuff people 
threw away.

Starting in the 1860s, the Cariboo gold rush 
brought people to B.C.’s central interior from all 
over. Miner Billy Barker hit gold in 1862 and a 
town named after him soon grew up. Today, all of 
Barkerville is a big, busy museum with people in 
costume reliving its history. And one of the best 
ways to learn about that history? Digging through 
the rubbish the original townspeople left behind. 
That’s where Barkerville’s on-site archeologist 
comes in. 
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Visitors in Barkerville’s Chinatown.

Dawn ainsley sorts through 
the town’s dumps to piece 
together the stories of its 
people and what their lives 

were like. for instance, 
thousands of Chinese men 

came to Barkerville hoping 
to find gold on their own 
or as workers for mining 

companies. They wanted to 
make money to send to their 
families back in China. Their 
garbage revealed coins from 
China that were hundreds of 
years old, wooden dominoes, 

ceramic dishes and glass 
playing pieces for a game 

called fan tan.
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The folks at Barkerville are 
still trying to figure out what 
this item, made of carved bone, 
might be.

This homemade sieve would 
have been used to scoop up 
water. When the water drained 
out, it left rocks and maybe even 
some flakes of gold behind.

An interpreter at 
Barkerville leads school 
visitors in a game.	

Whether the dumps are in backyards — people 
often just chucked their garbage out the window 
— or in bigger spots like mine shafts or beside the 
Chinese restaurant, they can tell Dawn a lot. Meat 
tins and fruit pits show what people ate. Glass 
bottles show what medicines they used and what 
they drank. Bits of rusty metal might come from 
a sewing machine or frying pan. Animal bones 
reveal whether people hunted deer or raised pigs. 

Dawn often has to do a lot of work just 
to figure out what an object is. This  
lump turned out to be a pocket watch,  
a valuable item the owner was probably 
very upset to realize They had lost.
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