FEATURE STORY

chores, or to do small
ore or business.

Kids have always been expected to help with .
jobs on the farm, in the fishing boat or in _the family st -
But it wasn’t that long 2go that many children your age andy
had actual jobs.
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rORCED TO WORK

Before Canada passed laws saying kids were

not to work, many children took jobs. They didn’t
have much choice — even if both parents were
working for money, their families were still
terribly poor. These jobs were often hard and
dangerous. Kids worked up to 12 hours a day, six
days a week. Boys as young as eight worked in
coal mines as “trappers.” They sat in complete
blackness, ready to open a door for loads of coal.
When the Springhill mine exploded in 1891, 21
boys were killed alongside 104 men. City children
were often hired because they could be paid less,
and because their small hands were useful for
some jobs. Children working in a Quebec factory
in 1889 were paid a dollar a week, while adults
doing the same job earned that much in a day. In
many factories, child labourers would have money
taken away from them if they talked too much,
came ip late or qidn’t do gogd enc_)ugh work, Men and boys oytsig ;

according to their bosses. Girls might work at € a coal mine neay Fernie, B.C., 1911
home with their mothers, doing laundry or sewing '

for other people. Kids also earned money by

polishing shoes or selling fruit in the streets.

THAN OME IN 10 KIDS BETHEEW THE

Ik 1691, NOR TSIDE THEIR HOME.

AGES OF 10 AND 14 HORKED O



outsiders. This is called forced labour because they had no choice and were not paid.
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