
Maybe 
you live in a big city 

where there are all kinds of 
statues to famous people. Maybe 

you live out in the country where you 
don’t see monuments very often. But 

all over Canada, people and events are 
honoured in ways we don’t always notice. 
Start looking around your area to see who 

and what has been remembered this 
way. You’re sure to find all kinds of 

things you may never have paid 
attention to.
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A look around can 
tell us a lot about 
who and what our 

communities honour.

What  s t r e e ts  and  r oads  where  you  l i v e  a r e 

named  a f t er  a  p e rson?  I f  you  don ’ t  know 

anyth i n g  about  h ow they  go t  t h e i r  names ,  a sk 

around  o r  v i s i t  a  museum  or  l i b rary.  Many 

c i t i e s  a r e  q u es t i on i n g  and  c hang i ng  s t r e e t 

names .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  Montreal  r enamed  Amherst 

S t r e e t,  o r i g i na l ly  named  f or  a  B r i t i s h  g eneral 

who  encouraged  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  I n d i g enous 

p eop l e .  T h e  s t r e e t  i s  n ow cal l ed  Atat eken , 

wh i c h  means  s ometh i n g  l i k e  e qual i t y  o r 

p eace fu l  r e lat i ons  i n  t h e  Kan i en ’ k éha  (Mohawk ) 

language .  I n  T o ronto ,  many  p eop l e  ar e  p ush i n g 

t o  r ename  s tr e e ts  t hat  h onour  men  who  owned 

ens laved  B lack  p eop l e  o r  u phe ld  s lavery.
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I f  your  s choo l  i s  named  a f t er 

s omeone ,  what  do  you  know about 

t h em?  I f  you  c ou ld  c hange  t h e 

name  o f  your  s choo l  t o  h onour 

s omeone ,  who  would  you  c hoose?

Look around your community for 
other ways that people are honoured. 

If a park or arena or pool is named 
after someone, who is it? What did 

they do for your town or city?

This statue of the 

great jazz pianist 

Oscar Peterson sits 

outside the National 

Arts Centre in Ottawa.

Called "Hommage à 

Marguerite Bourgeoys," this 

Montreal statue celebrates the 

work of this nun and teacher.

IF YOU COULD PUT UP A 
STATUE TO HONOUR SOMEONE 
WHO CAME FROM YOUR 
COMMUNITY, WHO WOULD YOU 
SELECT? WHY? WHAT WOULD 
YOUR STATUE LOOK LIKE?

19KAYAK SEPT 2021

Istockphoto, Library and Archives Canada, Alam
y, Public Dom

ain


