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Students were given 

a registration number, 

which was used in re-

cords and put on their 

personal belongings. 

Girls’ numbers begin 

with a 0 and boys’ num-

bers do not.

Schools received 

funding from the 

federal government 

based on the number 

of students in the 

school and their aver-

age attendance. 

This column shows the 

student’s home community. 

Sometimes staff left this col-

umn blank or used a treaty 

number for identification. 

Most residential 

schools did not offer 

high school classes 

until after the Second 

World War.  

Students spent about half of their day 

working and doing vocational training. 

Girls would learn domestic skills, like 

cooking, cleaning and laundry. Boys 

were often taught agricultural skills.  

Staff would use the final 

column to record notes 

related to student illness, 

absence, injury, transfer, 

or death.

Student names could 

take the form of their 

maternal surname, 

paternal surname or 

traditional Indigenous 

name. Names and 

spellings could be in-

consistent from return 

to return. 

The Indian Act made residential school 

compulsory for children ages 7 to 15; 

however, quarterly returns show that 

children outside of this age range 

sometimes attended the schools. 
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