
A special document 
called for a special way of 

listening to Canadians.

FEATURE STORY

What do you notice about the people who met in 1864 to talk about creating Canada as a country? The people who gave their ideas 120 years later to creating the Charter looked very different! People with disabilities, women, LGBTQ2S+ people, people of colour and even people representing kids like you actually had a say this time.

Even before the 

Canadian Charter 

of Rights and 

Freedoms became 

law, it changed how 

our government 

works.

The Special Joint Committee on the Constitution of Canada 
listened to people’s ideas about a charter of rights from November 1980 to February 1981. It received written suggestions from more than 1,000 groups and individual Canadians. More than 100 presented ideas in person. 
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Indigenous groups hadn’t often been asked to be part of 

discussions about human rights in Canada. And Indigenous 

people had many reasons to distrust governments. But this 

time, some Indigenous groups did get involved, saying the 

new Charter had to tackle discrimination against them as 

well as recognize Treaties and other long-ignored rights.

“Well, it is all fine and good for you girls to be here, but who is looking after 
the kids?” — committee co-chair Senator Harry Hayes, to women making a 

presentation about the importance of equal rights

The Charter of Rights and Freedoms is part of the Canadian 
Constitution. It became law when Queen Elizabeth II signed it  

in Ottawa on April 17, 1982.
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We can’t have 
judges overruling 

Parliament!

So that if a court 
says a law doesn’t 

respect people’s 
rights…

Judges aren’t 
elected!

Maybe if this 
Charter…

We can’t have 
Parliament 

misusing its power!

Well MPs 
aren’t perfect!

 …ensures they 
have to keep 

talking?

…the government 
can go back and 

fix it.

 I think this 
could work!
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