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	  Two	  consideraIons	  in	  our	  discussion	  of	  Agnes	  Macphail:	  
	  
1.  Viewing	  Canada’s	  history	  from	  the	  perspecIve	  of	  “great	  

women”	  or	  “women	  worthies”	  
•  cauIons…	  
•  this	  approach	  oOen	  privileges	  the	  experiences	  and	  views	  of	  
privileged,	  white,	  middle-‐class	  woman	  

•  might	  obscure	  or	  deemphasize	  the	  contribuIons	  of	  lesser-‐known	  
women,	  women	  marginalized	  due	  to	  race,	  ethnicity,	  social	  class,	  
region,	  sexuality,	  ability	  

•  	  	  
•  advantages…	  
•  honouring	  accomplishments	  
•  abundant	  sources	  
•  	  	  
	  

	  	  	  	  



h=p://www.greyhighlandspubliclibrary.com/AgnesMacphail	  

Cover	  art	  and	  .tle	  of	  Agnes	  Campbell	  
Macphail's	  family	  history	  book,	  "My	  Ain	  Folk".	  

LeAer	  to	  cons.tuents,	  February	  24,	  1927	  



2.  SituaIng	  	  Macphail	  in	  the	  tradiIonal	  scheme	  or	  model	  of	  
women’s	  history	  
•  challenging	  a	  ‘wave’	  model	  of	  women’s	  history	  

•  Macphail’s	  years	  in	  office	  are	  a"er	  the	  tradiIonally	  defined	  ‘first-‐
wave’	  women’s	  movement	  

•  emphasizing	  contribuIons	  of	  rural	  women	  
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A	  brief	  biography	  of	  Agnes	  Macphail	  

Signed	  portrait,	  1925-‐1935	  
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Macphail	  and	  Aunt	  Maggie	  (Campbell)	  McGregor	  
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Agnes	  Macphail,	  1922	  
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Agnes	  Macphail,	  portrait	  by	  	  Yousuf	  Karsh	  
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Macphail	  in	  Kirkaldy,	  1952	  
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Kingston	  PenitenIary’s	  K.P	  Telescope,	  1958	  	  
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