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Guiding Questions 

• Do students see women’s history as 
relevant? 

• How do we move beyond tokenism? 
• How do we deal with a lack of 

resources? 
• How do we engage all learners? 



Is women’s history relevant? 
 

• What were the 
causes of 
Prohibition? 

•  Shifts the content 
from bootlegging 
and gangsters  to 
social justice. 

Prohibition, not just flappers 
and bootleggers! 



Going beyond 
 Who was Nellie McClung? 

“What's the point of 
them going to all 
this trouble if you 
won't put in for 
Senator, join the 
RCMP or run a 
crown corporation?” 
 
Cartoon: Len Norris, Vancouver 
Sun, December 9, 1970 
 
Found at the 
SFU Editorial Cartoons database 
and in 
Canadian Sources Investigated 
(print)  



Disrupting the narratives 

• What is wrong with these statements? 

▫  “Women worked in factories in WWI and that got 
them the vote” 
▫  “When women were declared persons, that meant 

they could vote” 

• How do we change the misconceptions and 
disrupt the narratives? 



An inquiry 
approach 
can disrupt 
the strong 
narratives 



Variety of Sources 
In 1943 the government 
conducted a major campaign to 
encourage women to enlist in the 
armed forces. This advertisement 
appeals primarily to a sense of 
 
A. duty. 
B. fashion. 
C. courage. 
D. adventure 
 
From the Begbie  Contest Society 
(developed by Charles Hou, GG  
History award winner) 



• CSI 
• History Uncovered 
▫  Scan page from WWI 



Essential questions to engage all 

• Essential question for the course 
▫  Is Canada a country you can be proud of? 

• Must generate criteria 
▫  What do we mean by proud? What would make 

you ashamed? 
• Must assess events based on criteria 
▫  We used a rank system (from The Big Six) -2 to +2 

from shame to pride, events could be neutral/both 
• Choose events and people to support your thesis 

 



The results? 

•  Listen to Sam’s year-end interview where he 
explains his ranking.  
▫  This is an applied level class – low literacy and 

special needs for most learners 
▫  Think about how he might have answered a 

similar question on an exam. 



Reflections 

• What did you hear? 

• What did you notice? 

• What do you wonder? 



Questions and Discussion 
•  Resources : 
▫  Begbie Contest Society 
▫  The Big Six 
▫  The Historical Thinking 

Project 
▫  Canadian Sources 

Investigated 
▫  History Uncovered 

•  My resources: 
http://collishaw.pbworks.com  

•  Other resources: 
▫  Essential Questions – 

Wiggins and McTighe 
▫  100 Canadian Heroines and 

100 More Canadian 
Heroines – Merna Forster 


